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MDAAP Executive Director’s Digest – April 2, 2021
 

MDAAP/AAP/CDC Project Firstline Zoom Webinars – “Infection Prevention and
Control”: The MDAAP has received a grant from a partnership between the National AAP and
the CDC to provide education and training on infection prevention and control. To stop the
spread of infectious disease threats – including COVID-19 – anyone working in a healthcare
facility needs a foundational knowledge of infection prevention and control and must understand
and be ready to implement infection control protocols and procedures throughout their workday,
including during every patient care activity and healthcare interaction. The CDC’s Project Firstline
(Project Firstline | Infection Control | CDC) is a collaborative of diverse healthcare and public
health partners that have come together to make that happen. With lectures presented by Susan
V. Lipton, MD, MPH, FAAP (who currently serves as the Chair of the MDAAP Infectious Diseases
Committee, in addition to her current position as Division Chief of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at
the Sinai Hospital of Baltimore), join us for our last webinar on Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at
1:00-2:00 p.m. ET – “Infection Prevention and Control Addressing When Parents are Essential
Workers.” Please register at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7ZxKxMQ0QTyb31V2xE94gQ. All sessions will be
archived, and the recording links will be shared with you after the webinar events.
 
Webinar: “Vaccine-Based Prevention of Meningococcal B Disease: Tools for
Interpreting and Implementing Recommendations”: Join this event offered by the Boston
University School of Medicine on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 12:00-1:00 p.m. ET to learn about
Meningococcal disease, specifically serotype Best, (MenB), an ongoing problem that can develop
from initial symptoms to death within 24 hours. Given how disabling this disease can be that
could have been prevented with vaccination, it is essential healthcare providers delivering
vaccinations enhance their standards of care in practice in order to deliver the highest rates of
preventative care in this area. The goal of this webinar offering free CME credit is to improve
comprehension and initiate practice changes so as to improve immunization rates. To view more
information and to register, go to https://www.pathlms.com/bucme/courses/29827.
 
National AAP/AHA Voices for Healthy Kids Project – MDAAP Experts Needed in Obesity,
Endo, & Oral Health: The "Health Leaders for Healthy Kids Network" seeks to recruit
healthcare professionals that work to prevent and/or treat diseases associated with sugary drink
consumption. The National AAP Voices for Healthy Kids project staff have identified the
Baltimore, Maryland area as a prime region for sugary drink policy work and are looking to
recruit AAP healthcare professionals with expertise in Obesity, Endocrinology, Oral Health who
can be leaders for sugary drink policies at the local, state, and federal levels. If you are an expert
in these areas and would like to be a part of this initiative, please contact Mala Thapar/National
AAP Voices for Healthy Kids at  mthapar@aap.org by Friday, April 9, 2021. [Attachment]
 
MDAAP Chapter Chats – April to June 2021: Join MDAAP President Debbie Badawi to
discuss issues regarding your patients/families and practices as Maryland pediatric healthcare
providers!
 

*Friday, April 9, 2021 at 12:30-1:30 p.m. ET – register in advance for this webinar at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bq-J-aA3RaGQ1WWD_fteBQ - After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
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Health Leaders for Healthy Kids


Storytelling is a powerful tool for policy  change


Every day we hear stories that help us understand why a policy is 
important and how it’s working (or the reasons it’s not). Health care 
providers, like you, are valuable storytellers. 


You are powerfully persuasive health leaders when sharing stories 
about your patients and clients about the health implications of 
sugary drink consumption to decision makers. 


Your voice and experience can shift the narrative around sugary 
drink consumption. We need you to be a health leader for healthy 
kids because you know, better than anyone, the importance of 
nutrition for the health of all children.   


Voices for Healthy Kids works around the 
country to improve or create equitable 


policies that will make the places kids, live, 
learn and play healthier. 


Do you want to speak up? 


Do your patients or clients have diseases made worse by sugary 
drinks?  Do you want to change the narrative around sugary 
drinks in your community?  Do you want to advocate for policy 
changes that will save lives?  Yes,  yes, yes – we’re looking for 
doctors, dentists, community health workers, dental hygienists, 
nurses, certified nutritionists and other health professionals. If 
you agree with the following, join us!


 I prevent or treat type 2 diabetes, tooth decay, heart disease or 
obesity


 I can commit to participation in topic-specific training to 
support health leader messages with media and advocates


 I can commit to listening and learning from the AAP advocacy 
skills session links


 I can commit to a monthly call with other health care leaders 
from around the country


 I will take action with advocates in my community to help pass 
policies that protect kids


 I want to talk with my peers about the need to speak out and 
support healthy hydration 


 


What will you do? 


Voices for Healthy Kids, along with our many 
collaborators, are working on state, local and tribal 
campaigns to pass policies that make it easier for 
parents to make healthier drink choices for their kids. 
We support policies that raise the price of sugary 
drinks, make healthy drinks the default choice in 
restaurant kids’ meals and provide no cost, safe 
drinking water in schools. Once you are trained—and 
feeling comfortable—we will introduce you to 
advocates leading campaigns.


It’s your choice on how involved you are and may be 
asked to speak up by:


• Motivating patients and clients to make healthier
beverage choices


• Educating and motivating community advocates


• Writing letters-to-the-editor


• Talking to the media


• Meeting with lawmakers


• Testifying at public hearings


Join Us & Speak Up for Kids’ Health!


Speaking Up as Health Leaders 
for Healthy Kids Members 


• American Academy of Pediatrics
• American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
• American Network of Oral Health Coalitions
• American Osteopathic Association
• Beyond Type One
• NAACP
• NACCHO
• Oral Health Progress & Equity Network


(OPEN)
• Public Health Law Center
• Taking Control of Your Diabetes
• Texas Oral Health Coalition
• Urban Indian Health Institute


Voices for Healthy Kids® is an initiative of the American Heart Association, with support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, working to make each day healthier 


for all children. Get involved and learn more at VoicesforHealthyKids.org or contact NaDa Shoemaker, nada.shoemaker@heart.org for more information.
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Quick Reference Guide  


COVID-19 Vaccine Registration 


This guide will assist potential COVID-19 vaccinators with registration and ordering in ImmuNet. Only one registration is 
needed per location. Note that practices with multiple locations must separately register each location that plans to 
order and have vaccines shipped to and stored at that location.  
This guide has five sections: 
(1) Quick Eligibility Screening Questionnaire – Organizations without an ImmuNet account should start with the screening 
questionnaire to gauge their eligibility and next steps. Organizations with an ImmuNet account can sign in to ImmuNet and 
proceed to section (2) or (3) of this guide on how to complete their COVID-19 Vaccine Profile Registration and sign the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Agreement. 
(2) Non-VFC Provider Profile Registration - all eligible organizations can complete a Non-VFC Profile registration except 
participating Vaccines For Children (VFC) organizations 
(3) VFC Provider Profile Registration - all eligible Vaccines for Children (VFC) organizations can complete the COVID-19 
sections in their existing VFC Profiles 
(4) Ordering COVID-19 Vaccines 
(5) Reporting Administered Doses of COVID-19 Vaccines 
Attachment: COVID-19 Vaccine Storage Unit Guidelines 
 
Notes: 


a. Providers must have both an acceptable refrigerator and freezer unit(s).  Dorm style (refrigerator with internal 
freezer section) refrigerators are NOT an acceptable storage unit for COVID-19 vaccines. Please see the guidelines 
in the attachment of this guide. 


b. Eligible organizations should designate a vaccine contact who has ImmuNet Admin User role to sign in to ImmuNet 
and create or complete their COVID-19 Vaccine Profile registration. 


c. Non-VFC providers not participating in the VFC Program but have an inactive/pending VFC Profile should NOT 
create/complete a VFC Profile. Please contact the ImmuNet Help Desk to create a new org/Org ID so you can 
create/complete a Non-VFC Profile registration in ImmuNet. Providers interested to participate or be reinstated in 
the VFC Program can learn more at marylandvfc.org. 


d. Be sure to read the instructions in this guide and in ImmuNet carefully. The screen may look different if a staff from 
your organization has previously created a profile. 


 
(1) Quick Eligibility Screening Questionnaire 
All potential vaccinating organizations for COVID-19 vaccine should start with the COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility 
Questionnaire to gauge their eligibility and next steps. Click on the link for ‘COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Questionnaire’ 
found on the ImmuNet login page (http://www.mdimmunet.org/). 


 
 The following information is asked in the questionnaire:                    


● If your organization administers vaccines 
● Organization legal name and address                        
● Organization report-to-ImmuNet status 
● Populations served, and 
● Organization contact information 



https://www.mdimmunet.org/
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 After clicking the ‘Submit’ button, you will get a message regarding your eligibility and next steps.  


(2) Non-VFC Provider Profile Registration 
Providers not participating in the VFC Program but are eligible to order and administer COVID-19 vaccine are required to 
complete a Non-VFC Profile. Once signed in to ImmuNet, click on the ‘Create Non-VFC Profile’ button. If you do not see 
this button, you either do not have an Admin User role in ImmuNet or have an existing Inactive/Pending VFC Profile. 
Please contact the ImmuNet Help Desk to have this corrected. 


 
The Non-VFC Profile is divided into several sections as shown below. Click on each section header to expand the section. 
All required information must be completed in each section.  
Notes: (a) Be sure to have all the requested information on hand to complete the registration so you will not lose any 
entered data if you need to step away and ImmuNet times out. (b) The delivery contact entered email address must be 
verified before the registration is complete and ready for MDH review/approval. Please ensure the auto-verification email 
reaches the delivery contact you entered in the registration. 


    
● Organization Type - add any applicable Provider Specialty/Sub Org 


Note: If you encounter an error submitting the questionnaire, it is likely your answers have been recorded. Eligible 
providers can sign directly in to ImmuNet and complete the profile registration (go to the next step of this guide). 
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● Delivery Contact Information - add your practice’s vaccine delivery contact, address, days and times, phone number 
and email address.  


Note that the entered email address must be verified before the registration is complete and ready for MDH 
review/approval. Please ensure the auto-verification email reaches the delivery contact you entered in the 
registration. 
In the Delivery Window section, there must be a minimum 5-hour time for each window. If your org does not have 
5-hour windows, you can enter your org’s opening and closing times under Delivery Window #1 (example 0800 - 
1700) and add in the notes section the times that your organization is closed for lunch. 


● Provider Practice/Facility Information 
● Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider - person accountable for compliance with agreement conditions 


The Medical License Number of your organization's Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider must be 
validated. For MDs/DOs/PAs, please add zeros between the alphabet and numbers to make up 8 characters (same 
format as renewal registration number). 


● Chief Executive Officer/Chief Fiduciary - person accountable for compliance with agreement conditions 
● Additional Medical Provider Information - click ‘Add More’ to add all licensed healthcare providers at this location who 


have prescribing authority. Medical license numbers of additional Medical Provider(s) must be validated.  


● Practice Vaccine Supply Primary Contact Information - this is the staff who is normally responsible for your practice’s 
vaccine supply 
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● Practice Vaccine Supply Backup Contact Information - this is the backup staff normally responsible for your practice’s 
vaccine supply 


● Vaccine Storage and Handling Information - information about your vaccine storage unit(s) 
Note: Providers must have both an acceptable refrigerator and freezer unit(s).  Dorm style (refrigerator with internal 
freezer section) refrigerators are NOT an acceptable storage unit for COVID-19 vaccines. Please see the guidelines in 
the attachment of this guide. 


● Provider Population - the number of patients served should be based on the past year; the selection(s) in this section 
will display additional COVID-19 sections below 


● COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Information - details of your org’s vaccine administration location 
● COVID-19 Vaccine Primary Contact Information - this will be your COVID-19 vaccine coordinator, whether s/he is the 


same as or different from the staff who is normally responsible for your org’s vaccine supply 
● COVID-19 Vaccine Backup Contact Information - this will be your COVID-19 vaccine backup coordinator, whether s/he 


is same as or different from the backup staff who is normally responsible for your org’s vaccine supply 
● COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement under the ‘Vaccine Agreement’ - this must be completed by the org’s responsible 


officers. Please click to open the pdf and read the agreement in full before typing your first name and last name in lieu 
of an actual or electronic signature. This section will only be viewable by organizations that meet eligibility 
requirements. 


Once your Non-VFC Profile has been saved/submitted and the delivery contact email has been verified, it will go in a 
queue for MDH to review and approve your profile registration.  


If you encounter an error submitting your Non-VFC Profile, click the Home link at the top, then click on “Create Non-VFC 
Profile” to complete your profile. 


If your profile is already submitted and you wish to view or edit your profile, click on ‘Inventory and Ordering’ from the left 
menu, then click on ’Create and View Orders’. Click the ‘Edit Non-VFC Profile’ to edit or view your profile. 
MDH is currently allocating and placing the initial COVID-19 vaccine orders. You will be notified when your organization 
can place your own orders when the vaccine is more widely available. Please refer to the last section of this guide on how 
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to place vaccine orders in ImmuNet when that time comes. 
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(3) VFC Provider Profile Registration 
Providers participating in the VFC Program and who are eligible to order COVID-19 vaccines are required to review their 
existing profiles and complete the new COVID-19 sections or fields. Sign in to ImmuNet to edit your VFC Profile (Inventory 
and Ordering>Create and View Orders>Edit VFC Profile). 
Notes: (a) Be sure to have all the requested information on hand to complete the registration so you will not lose any 
entered data if you need to step away and ImmuNet times out. (b) The delivery contact entered email address must be 
verified before the registration is complete and ready for MDH review/approval. Please ensure the auto-verification email 
reaches the delivery contact you entered in the registration. 
 
● Organization Type - update and add any applicable  ‘Provider Specialty/Sub Org’ 


○ Indicate a check mark on the radio button beside ‘Interested in ordering COVID-19’ 


● Review and update, if necessary, your existing VFC information for the following sections: 
○ Delivery Contact Information  
○ Mailing Address  
○ VFC 1st Backup Contact Information 
○ VFC 2nd Backup Contact Information 
○ Additional Medical Provider Information - click ‘Add More’ to add all licensed healthcare providers at this location 


who have prescribing authority 
Note that The delivery contact entered email address must be verified before the registration is complete 
and ready for MDH review/approval. Please ensure the auto-verification email reaches the delivery 
contact you entered in the registration. 


○ Complete the new ‘Provider Population’ section: 
■ the number of patients served should be based on the past year; the selection(s) in this section will 


determine eligibility that will display additional new sections or fields pertaining to COVID-19 vaccine: 
○ Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider - person accountable for compliance with agreement 


conditions 
Note: The Medical License Number of your organization's Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider 
must be validated. For MDs/DOs/PAs, please add zeros between the alphabet and numbers to make up 8 
characters (same format as renewal registration number). 


○ Chief Executive Officer/Chief Fiduciary - person accountable for compliance with agreement conditions 
○ Vaccine Storage and Handling Information - complete new fields for COVID-19 vaccine 


Note: Providers must have both an acceptable refrigerator and freezer unit(s).  Dorm style (refrigerator with 
internal freezer section) refrigerators are NOT an acceptable storage unit for COVID-19 vaccines. Please see the 
guidelines in the attachment of this guide. 
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○ COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Information - details of your org’s vaccine administration location 
○ COVID-19 Vaccine Primary Contact Information - complete this section  whether s/he is the same as or different 


from the staff who is normally responsible for your org’s vaccine supply 
○ COVID-19 Vaccine Backup Contact Information - complete this section whether s/he is same as or different from 


the backup staff who is normally responsible for your org’s vaccine supply 
○ COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement - this must be completed by the org’s responsible officers. Please click to open the 


pdf and read the agreement in full before typing your first name and last name in lieu of an actual or electronic 
signature. This section will only be viewable by organizations that meet eligibility requirements. 


 
Once your VFC Profile has been submitted and all emails have been verified, MDH will review/approve your new COVID-
19 information. Similar to your existing VFC Profile views, you should be able to edit/view your completed COVID-19 
sections under ‘Edit VFC Profile’. 
 


MDH is currently allocating and placing the initial COVID-19 vaccine orders. You will be notified when your organization 
can place your own orders when the vaccine is more widely available. Please refer to the last section of this guide on how 
to place vaccine orders in ImmuNet when that time comes.  
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(4) Ordering COVID-19 Vaccines 
MDH is currently allocating and placing the initial COVID-19 vaccine orders. When the vaccine is more widely available, 
providers will be able to place their order in ImmuNet. Non-VFC providers can click the blue ‘Non-VFC Ordering’ button 
(or click the left menu Inventory and Ordering then click Create and View Orders). Existing VFC providers can click on the 
VFC Inventory/Order blue button or use the left menu links. 


                                       
 


Go to the ‘Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines’ screen and place the number of COVID-19 vaccines you want to order. For first 
time orders, put ‘0’ in the Inventory Quantity. This column must be populated with COVID-19 vaccine doses on hand when 
you are ready to place your subsequent orders (see next section about reporting inventory). 
For more detailed information about the Specialty/Flu order screen, please refer to pages 5-9 of the VFC Vaccine 
Inventory/Order Guide here. Once your order has been submitted, you can track your order and the delivery/shipment of 
your vaccines in ImmuNet (please refer to the ImmuNet COVID-19 Vaccine Order Status Guide for more information).  


Manage Inventory 
When your organization is able to place an order of COVID-19 vaccine in ImmuNet, you can refer to the Vaccine Ordering 
Guide on how to check the status of your orders. See the Vaccine Inventory Guide to manage your inventory in ImmuNet.  
 
Reporting Inventory 
You will be required to report your remaining inventory (in the Inventory Quantity column) each time you place a new 
order in the ImmuNet Order Specialty/Flu page. 


         
CDC Vaccine Finder - MDH submits providers’ daily inventory from ImmuNet to Vaccine Finder so providers will not have 
to report to Vaccine Finder as per the COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement. Please see the next section about Reporting 
administered doses and ImmuNet’s Decrement Inventory functionality to keep your ImmuNet  inventory up to date. 



https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_Inventory-Order-Guide.pdf

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_Inventory-Order-Guide.pdf

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_COVID19-Vaccine-Order-Status-Guide.pdf

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_COVID19-Vaccine-Order-Status-Guide.pdf

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_COVID19-Vaccine-Order-Status-Guide.pdf

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/ImmuNet_COVID19-Vaccine-Manage-Inventory-Guide.pdf
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COVID-19 Vaccine Registration 


(5) Reporting Administered Doses of COVID-19 Vaccines 
All administered doses of COVID-19 vaccines must be reported to ImmuNet within 24 hours.  
 
See the ImmuNet website (here) for more information about reporting COVID-19 vaccinations to ImmuNet, including links 
to the list of required data elements. 
 
Practices with multiple locations that separately register and place orders for each location are assigned a unique 
ImmuNet Organization ID. Each location must report administered doses under their unique Org ID for MDH to reconcile 
your vaccine inventory (through ImmuNet’s Decrement Inventory functionality) and hence, allocate the correct number of 
COVID-19 vaccines in your next order.  
If these practices use the same Electronic Health Record (EHR) system, contact the vendor to set up reporting under each 
unique Org ID instead of reporting under a parent/umbrella Org ID. 
 
If your patients request that you add their COVID-19 vaccinations in your Electronic Health/Medical Record (EMR/EHR) 
system or directly into ImmuNet, please be sure to check ImmuNet first, to see if those vaccinations have already been 
reported. Adding a historical dose without the manufacturer or lot number in ImmuNet may result in a 3rd dose in the 
patient record. This may in turn cause previously submitted doses (1st dose and 2nd dose) to be invalid and put the 
patient’s COVID-19 vaccinations in question, especially when the patients try to access their COVID-19 certificates in MD 
MyIR. 
 
More information about reporting to ImmuNet is available on the ImmuNet website (health.maryland.gov/immunet) 
under the ‘Report to ImmuNet’ link (left menu). 


  



https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet-reporting.aspx
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Attachment: COVID-19 VACCINE STORAGE UNIT REQUIREMENTS 
 


All providers who register to receive COVID-19 vaccines must have a suitable 


refrigerator and freezer to store vaccines.  


At this time, due to limited quantities of vaccine and an uncertainty about which 


vaccines brands will ship, ALL COVID-19 providers MUST be prepared to store 


and handle any vaccine product even if you desire to only receive vaccine stored 


at refrigerated temperatures. 


 


COVID-19 VACCINE STORAGE UNIT GUIDELINES 


The CDC recommends the use of stand-alone refrigerator and stand-alone freezer 


units of pharmaceutical/ medical grade.  Dorm style refrigerators CANNOT be used 


(even for temporary vaccine storage).    


Acceptable Vaccine Storage Units 
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• Refrigerator (Stand Alone and/or Pharmaceutical grade).  


• Freezer (Stand Alone and/or Pharmaceutical grade). 


• Combination household unit (refrigerator and freezer in one unit with one 


compressor) using refrigerator or freezer compartment only for vaccines. 


Your COVID-19 vaccine storage units MUST be large enough to hold enough 


vaccine for the population identified in your COVID-19 registration.  


Your COVID-19 Provider registration may be delayed if you are not registering an 


acceptable vaccine storage unit. Please do not purchase or use any of the units 


listed below. 


 


Unacceptable storage unit(s) 


 


 
   


• Dorm style refrigerator – Freezer located inside of the refrigerator. 


• Mini refrigerator – Any unit less than 1 cu ft.  


• Small under the counter refrigerator with a freezer/refrigerator combination.     


 


You will be required to document the make and model # of your vaccine 


storage unit(s) when completing registration. 


 


MARYLAND CENTER FOR IMMUNIZATION                              MHD.COVIDVAX@MARYLAND.GOV 


Dorm style with internal freezer section 


Refrigerators 
that are smaller 
than 1 cubic 
foot. 



mailto:MHD.COVIDVAX@MARYLAND.GOV
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Purpose 
Provide users high level information about the multi-step VFC or Non VFC Covid-19 Provider Registration 


Process.  This document will outline what information providers need before starting a registration, and 


what is included in the complete registration process.  


The data gathered in the VFC and Non-VFC Profile screens are similar to the data that is gathered in the 


CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider Agreement.  


IMPORTANT NOTE:  Organizations enrolled in the VFC Program but have an Inactive and Suspended VFC 


Status, please contact the ImmuNet Helpdesk at (410) 767-6606 or mdh.mdimmunet@maryland.gov .   


 


VFC COVID-19 Registration Instructions 


Getting Started 
For VFC enrolled organizations, start the COVID Registration process by clicking the checkbox labeled 


“Interested in ordering COVID-19” at the top of the Edit VFC Profile screen. 


 


 


STEP1: Updating a VFC Profile to Become Eligible 
Once the “Interested in ordering COVID-19”  checkbox is selected, the Provider Population accordion tab 


will appear.  Please be sure all necessary information outlined below is on hand before starting the 


COVID-19 Registration Process for the VFC Profile.  All fields in blue with an asterisk are required fields. 


IMPORTANT NOTE:  Once the COVID-19 sections of the VFC profile is started, all required information 


must be entered before the profile will be saved.  It is not possible to save the profile and continue at a 


later time. 


The following information is needed to complete the Non-VFC Profile. 


Provider Population tab 
Based on the options selected in this accordion tab, if an organization is eligible to order COVID-19 


vaccines an eligibility message will display at the bottom of the tab as seen below. 


 



mailto:mdh.mdimmunet@maryland.gov 
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If eligible, 7 more accordion tabs will appear at the bottom of the profile.  
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Chief Medical Officer / Responsible Medical Provider tab 
Information in this tab could possibly already be populated by the State when the organization initially 


enrolled in the VFC program.  If so, the tab will display with the fields already populated. 


If not, be prepared to populate the Chief Medical Officer / Responsible Medical Provider information.   


 


 


 


Chief Executive Officer/Chief Fiduciary tab 
The Chief Executive Officer or Chief Fiduciary may be the same person as the CMO/RMP. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Information tab 
This tab will require populating questions regarding the organization’s storage units such as what type of 


storage units the organization has, the brands and the models.  It also asks for information regarding 


storage capacity. 


This tab will require the Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider to read the storage 
temperature requirements for COVID-19 vaccines.  Checking the checkbox and entering the name of the 
Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider will be accepted in place of an electronic signature. 
 


 


 


COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Information tab 
This tab will require answering questions concerning how the organization reports vaccine 


administration data, locations and settings. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Primary Contact Information tab 
The COVID-19 Primary Contact must be different from the Responsible Medical Provider and different 


than the COVID-19 Backup Contact 


 


 


COVID-19 Vaccine Backup Contact Information tab  
The COVID-19 Backup Contact must be different than the COVID-19 Primary Contact. 







                                                                          


8 
COVID-19 Registration Instructions                                                             


 


 


COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement tab 
The final tab will require the Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider -AND- the Chief 
Executive Office/Chief Fiduciary to read the COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement.  Checking the checkbox and 
entering the name of the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Executive Officer will be accepted in place 
of an electronic signature. 
 
It is acceptable if the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Executive Officer are the same, enter the same 
name in both fields. 
 


 


 


Once all the required information is populated in the VFC Profile, click the Save button.  Any required 


fields not populated will cause a validation error to display at the top of the screen.  All required fields 


will have to be populated before the profile can be saved. 
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STEP 2: Email Verifications 
Once the profile is saved successfully, an automated email will be sent out to all the email addresses 


that were entered in the profile.  The email address recipients will be required to verify their email 


address by clicking the link in the email and then clicking the “Confirm” button in the displayed browser 


screen.   


Once an email address is verified, the “Email Verified” checkbox will be automatically checked below 


each email address field.  Once all “Email Verified” checkboxes are checked in the profile, the State must 


review and approve the profile before COVID-19 vaccines can be ordered. 


 


 


IMPORTANT NOTE:  When an email address is updated in any of the tabs (including VFC tabs), an 


automatic email will be sent to the new email address for verification when the profile is saved.  


Remember, all emails must be verified to order COVID-19 vaccines. Until the new email address if 


verified, COVID-19 ordering will be suspended. 


 


STEP 3:  State Review and Approval 
Once all email addresses have been verified, the VFC Profile will be reviewed by the MDH Help Desk 


Team.  If needed, the Help Desk will reach out to the Chief Executive Officer / Responsible Medical 


Provider with any questions. 


 


STEP 4:  COVID-19 Vaccine Ordering 
After an organization’s VFC Profile has been approved by the MDH, the organization may begin to place 


orders for COVID-19 Vaccines. 


After logging into ImmuNet, click on the “VFC Inventory / Orders” button to be routed to Create and 


View Orders screen.   


Create and View Orders Screen 
This screen can be used for the following reasons 


• Review VFC Profile status. 


• High level review of the VFC Profile details. 


• Edit VFC Profile (button) 


• Enter Inventory (button) 


• Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines (button) 


• VFC Enrollment Survey (button) 
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Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines Screen 
Once an organization has an approved and active VFC profile, use the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines 


button to navigate to the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines screen where COVID-19 vaccine orders can be 


created. 


REMEMBER:  If an email address is updated in any of the Profile tabs, COVID-19 ordering will be 


suspended until the new email is verified and the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines screen will not list the 


COVID-19 vaccines such as in the example below. 
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Non-VFC COVID-19 Provider Registration Instructions 


 


Getting Started 
Organizations that are not currently enrolled in the VFC Program will need to complete a Non-VFC 


Profile by clicking the “Create Non-VFC Profile” button on the ImmuNet Home screen after login. 


  


 


 


STEP 1:  Create a Non-VFC Profile 
This is the first step in the Non-VFC Covid-19 Provider Registration Process.  Please ensure all necessary 


information outlined below has been obtained before starting the Non-VFC Profile.  All fields in blue 


with an asterisk are required fields. 


IMPORTANT NOTE:  Once the Non-VFC profile is started, all required information must be entered 


before the form can be saved.  It is not possible to save the profile and continue at a later time. 
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The following information is needed to complete the Non-VFC Profile. 


 


Org Type / Org Sub-Type  


This data will auto populate based on the existing information stored in ImmuNet.  It can be updated if 


needed.  The organization Sub-Type is required for some orgs types. 


 


 


Deliver Contact Information 
This tab requires delivery information such as delivery address, delivery contact, and a delivery window.  


Please enter at least one AM and one PM delivery timeframe. 
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Provider Practice/Facility Information  
This tab requires Provider Practice Physical and Mailing Address information 


 


 


Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider  
The official registered health care provider must be a practitioner authorized to administer vaccines 


under Maryland law, who will also be held accountable for compliance by the entire organization and its 
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providers with the responsible conditions outlined in the provider enrollment agreement. The individual 


listed here must sign the provider agreement. 


 


 


Chief Executive Officer/Chief Fiduciary 
The Chief Executive Officer or Chief Fiduciary may be the same person as the CMO/RMP. 


 


 


Additional Medical Provider Information  
Up to 5 additional medical providers may be entered  in this section.  After entering all required 


information for a provider, click the Apply Changes button.  To enter more, click the Add New button. 


Once a Medical Provider is entered, their information will display in the “Medical Provider Listing” table 


at the top of the tab.  If a validation email needs to be resent to an email recipient, select a Medical 


Provider using the radio button that will appear in the “Review” column, and then clicking the blue 
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“Review” button.  Once the Medical Providers information is displayed in the data fields, click the “Apply 


Changes” button to resend the email. 


 


 


Vaccine Storage and Handling Information 
This tab will require populating questions regarding the organization’s storage units such as what type of 


storage units the organization has, the brands and the models.  It also asks for information regarding 


storage capacity. 


This tab will also require the Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider to read the storage 
temperature requirements for COVID-19 vaccines.  Checking the checkbox and entering the name of the 
Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider will be accepted in place of an electronic signature. 
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Provider Population  
Based on the options selected in this accordion tab, if an organization is eligible to order COVID-19 


vaccines an eligibility message will display at the bottom of the tab as seen in the following example.  
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If eligible, 4 more accordion tabs will appear at the bottom of the profile.  


 
 


 


COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Information 
This tab will require answering questions concerning how the organization reports vaccine 


administration data, locations and settings. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Primary Contact Information 
The COVID-19 Primary Contact must be different from the Primary Responsible Medical Provider and  


different than the COVID-19 Backup Contact. 


 


 


COVID-19 Vaccine Backup Contact Information 
The COVID-19 Backup Contact must be different than the COVID-19 Primary Contact. 
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Vaccine Agreement(s)  
The final tab will require the Chief Medical Officer/Responsible Medical Provider -AND- the Chief 
Executive Office/Chief Fiduciary to read the COVID-19 Vaccine Agreement.  Checking the checkbox and 
entering the name of the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Executive Officer will be accepted in place 
of an electronic signature. 
 
It is acceptable if the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Executive Officer are the same, enter the same 
name in both fields. 
 


 


 


Once all the required information is populated in the Non-VFC Profile, click the Save button.  Any 


required fields not populated will cause a validation error to display at the top of the screen.  All 


required fields will have to be populated before the profile can be saved. 
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STEP 2:  Email Verifications 
Once the profile is saved successfully, an automated email will be sent out to all the email addresses 


that were entered in the profile.  The email address recipients will be required to verify their email 


address by clicking the link in the email and then click the “Confirm” button in the displayed browser 


screen.   


Once an email address is verified, the “Email Verified” checkbox will be automatically checked below 


each email address field.  Once all “Email Verified” checkboxes are checked in the profile, the State must 


review and approve the profile before COVID-19 vaccines can be ordered. 


 


 


IMPORTANT NOTE:  When an email address is updated in any of the tabs, an automatic email will be 


sent to the new email address for verification when the profile is saved.  Remember, all emails must be 


verified to order COVID-19 vaccines. Until the new email address if verified, COVID-19 ordering will be 


suspended.  


 


STEP 3:  State Review and Approval 
Once all email addresses have been verified, the Non-VFC Profile will be reviewed by the MDH Help Desk 


Team.  If needed, the Help Desk will reach out to the Chief Executive Officer / Responsible Medical 


Provider with any questions. 


 


STEP 4:  COVID-19 Vaccine Ordering 
After an organization’s Non-VFC Profile has been approved by the MDH, organization may begin to place 


order for COVID-19 Vaccines. 


After logging into ImmuNet, click on the “Non-VFC order” button to be routed to Create and View 


Orders screen.   


Create and View Orders Screen 
This screen can be used for the following reasons 


• Review Non-VFC Profile status: until the profile is approved by the MDH, the profile will be in a 


“Pending” status. 


• High level review of the Non-VFC Profile details. 


• Edit Non-VFC Profile (button) 


• Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines (button) 
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Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines Screen 
Once an organization has an approved and active Non-VFC profile, use the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines 


button to navigate to the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines screen where COVID-19 vaccine orders can be 


created. 


REMEMBER:  If an email address is updated in any of the Profile tabs, COVID-19 ordering will be 


suspended until the new email is verified and the Order Specialty/Flu Vaccines screen will not list the 


COVID-19 vaccines such as in the example below. 


 


 








 


 


 


 


 


March 22, 2021 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
As President Biden has announced, the federal government expects to have enough COVID-19 
vaccines available for all adults by May 1.  Private medical practices across the state have 
expressed interest in doing their part to help Maryland end COVID-19 by becoming vaccine 
providers.  The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) welcomes private practices to the 
effort. This letter provides important information about becoming a COVID-19 vaccine provider 
and ImmuNet, Maryland's Immunization Information System.   
 
For your office/practice to receive COVID-19 vaccine, it must: 


1. Register with the Center for Immunization through ImmuNet to be able to order and 
receive COVID-19 vaccine; and  


2. Be onboarded/connected with ImmuNet and report COVID-19 vaccinations 
administered. 


 
1. Register through ImmuNet – REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW FOR ALL PROVIDERS 
 
COVID-19 vaccine will be ordered and distributed utilizing ImmuNet. If your practice is 
interested in potentially providing COVID-19 vaccine, it is required that your practice is 
connected to and registered in ImmuNet prior to vaccine availability.   
 
Please see the attached registration guidance document to lead you through the process to 
become a COVID vaccine provider.  
 
The registration process requires several steps: 


a. Create an ImmuNet user account if your office does not already have one.  Visit this 
page to get an ImmuNet account. Please note: having an existing ImmuNet account 
does not mean you are registered to order/receive COVID vaccine.  You must 
complete the COVID-19 registration in ImmuNet.  


b. If you are not certain if you or your office has an ImmuNet account, you may 
complete the COVID-19 Eligibility Screening Questionnaire on the ImmuNet login 
page.   


c. Once you have an ImmuNet account, log in to ImmuNet and complete the COVID-19 
Profile Registration, which includes signing the CDC Provider Agreement. 



https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/providerenrollmentform.aspx
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d. Part of the registration process is an email verification of the COVID-19 vaccine 
delivery contact.  The designated delivery person will receive an email verification 
request.  If an email is not received by your staff person within 1-2 days of saving 
your completed registration, please have that person check their junk/spam email 
folder to ensure that it was not sent there by your email provider.   


e. Once you have completed and saved your profile registration, MDH staff will review 
your registration.  If approved, you will receive an email that you have been 
approved and you will be allowed to order COVID-19 vaccine, once vaccine is 
available on a large scale.  If additional items are needed or if clarification is needed, 
you will receive an email from mdh.covidvax@maryland.gov.   


f. Appropriate storage units are required for receipt of COVID-19 vaccine. Please see 
attached storage unit document for acceptable types of storage units. Providers 
must have both an acceptable refrigerator and freezer unit(s).  Dorm style 
(refrigerator with internal freezer section) refrigerators are NOT an acceptable 
storage unit for COVID-19 vaccines.  Please note: you will not receive Pfizer vaccine 
unless you have the ability to adequately store and use the minimum order (1170 
doses) of that product.  


g. Providers must state a minimum five hour vaccine delivery window in their provider 
profile.   


 
Note:  As of this writing, COVID-19 vaccine is still in limited supply.  Until vaccine is in larger 
supply you will not be able to order vaccine directly in ImmuNet.  Once ordering is open for all 
providers in ImmuNet, notification will be sent to all approved registered providers.  
 
2. Onboard/Connect with ImmuNet 


  
ImmuNet is a secure web-based registry operated by MDH.  ImmuNet information is 
confidential, HIPAA compliant and available only to authorized users including Maryland health 
care providers.  
 
Since October 1, 2019 Maryland statute Health General §18–109 mandates that all vaccinations 
administered in the State of Maryland be reported to ImmuNet, regardless of patient opt-out 
status in ImmuNet.  This will include administered COVID-19 vaccines. COVID vaccine 
administration data from ImmuNet will be used to determine vaccine coverage rates 
throughout the state and ensure high-risk populations are successfully vaccinated.   
 
The MDH Center for Immunization continues to partner with CRISP to onboard vaccine 
providers who are not already reporting to ImmuNet. Vaccine providers are encouraged to 
review the “Report to ImmuNet” website to determine the steps needed to connect/onboard 
with ImmuNet and report COVID-19 vaccinations. The website provides details on reporting 
and how to contact the ImmuNet Help Desk for additional assistance.   
 
NOTE:  Governor Hogan has issued an executive order requiring COVID-19 vaccinations to be 
reported to ImmuNet within 24 hours of administration.  To meet this requirement, the Center 



http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ghg&section=18-109&enactments=false

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ghg&section=18-109&enactments=false

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ghg&section=18-109&enactments=false

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet-reporting.aspx
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for Immunization is NOT allowing manual data entry for COVID-19 vaccinations.  Please refer to 
this page for more information about acceptable electronic data reporting methods.    
To assist in the registration process, we will be hosting two webinars that can lead you through 
the COVID-19 registration process and help answer any questions. Those webinars are currently 
planned for Monday, March 29th and Wednesday, March 31st from 3-4 PM.  The same 
information will be presented at both webinars.  Please visit this website for more information 
and connection details for the webinars.    
 
If you have any questions about the registration process, please contact the ImmuNet program 
at mdh.mdimmunet@maryland.gov.  As always, we appreciate your commitment to vaccinating 
Maryland residents to help put an end to COVID-19.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


      
 
Kurt Seetoo, MPH      David Blythe, MD, MPH 
Chief, Center for Immunization     Director, Infectious Disease 


Epidemiology and Outbreak 
Response Bureau 


 


 
 


 



https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet-reporting.aspx

https://www.marylandvfc.org/covid-19-provider-training/

mailto:mdh.mdimmunet@maryland.gov






  
 
On behalf of the Nurse Practitioner (NP) Program I am delighted that you are 
considering serving as clinical preceptor for our students. The faculty recognizes the 
dedication necessary to establish and fulfill the preceptor role.  
 
This serves as a brief overview of what is required as an NP clinical preceptor at Drexel 
University.  Once you have confirmed that you will be accepting one of our students you 
will receive the official Preceptor Manual.  This manual will include more detailed 
information. 
 
Preceptors 
Preceptors may be a nurse practitioner, certified nurse midwife or a physician in an 
approved specialty area. Preceptors must meet the licensure requirements of the state 
in which they practice and must hold a current board certification.  


 
Required Information  
Drexel is committed to high quality on-line education.  As an on-line program and per 


our national accrediting body requirements we require the information below in order 


to ensure the preceptor and clinical site will meet the students’s course objectives for 


the term. 


If they are not already on file or if they are more then 2 years old preceptors will be 


asked to provide the following: 


• Current CV 


•  State license as a clinician  


• Current active board certification in specialty area 
• Preceptor Agreement Form (PAF): This form, is a signed acknowlegdement of 


your agreement to serve as the student’s preceptor for the specified number of 
hours.  


 
Clinical Hours  
Students should schedule approximately 2 eight hour days per week for 10 weeks.  
Clinical rotations must involve experiences that promote and develop the NP role and 
decision-making skills. 
 
Preceptor Roles & Responsibilities  


• Provide supervision and mentoring to the student throughout the clinical  







 
 
 
rotation.  


• Guide student progression to meet the needs and demands of the clinical site.  


• Assist in the development of patient assessment, diagnosis, management and 
collaboration with health care team utilizing evidenced-based practice.  


• Review and provide ongoing feedback from clinical skills, documentation, and 
evaluations.  


• Assist the student in meeting course objectives and individual learning needs.  


• Communicate with clinical faculty throughout the quarter concerning student 
progress and notify of any immediate concerns.  


• Complete both a midterm and final evaluation using our online documentation 
system, Exxat.  


• Validate student’s hours in Exxat every week. 
 
Benefits 
The relationship between preceptors and students cannot be underestimated.  Those 
that accept the responsibility of preceptorship are personally rewarded with the 
satisfaction that they have helped mold the future of healthcare.  The willingness to 
devote your time, share knowledge and skills, as well as professional insights is as 
important to our students as is their classroom learning.  Your contribution to Drexel’s 
Nurse Practitioner Programs is invaluable to the continued success of our students. 
 
During the time of your preceptor appointment, you may use the title of Clinical Faculty, 
Drexel University. This is to signify the high value placed on your role and involvement in 
providing the best learning opportunities for our nurse practitioner students.  
 
For additional information visit our preceptor website at 
https://apps.exxat.com/public/steps/Drexel-Nursing-NP/Home 


 
Thank you for your consideration and please contact me if you have further questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alis Panzera DrNP, WHNP-BC 
Director of Clinical Education, Department of Advanced Practice Nursing 


Nurse Practitioner and Doctor of Nursing Practice Programs 


Trans-disciplinary Colposcopy Course Director 


Drexel University, College of Nursing and Health Professions 


Three Parkway 


1601 Cherry Street 


Philadelphia, PA  19102 


Ph: 267.359-5625 


Fx: 267-359-5723 


akp39@drexel.edu 



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.exxat.com%2Fpublic%2Fsteps%2FDrexel-Nursing-NP%2FHome&data=02%7C01%7Cakp39%40drexel.edu%7C27e43bf4fc344d4612c508d5441fbfa7%7C3664e6fa47bd45a696708c4f080f8ca6%7C0%7C0%7C636489825508577878&sdata=q%2FrWQOdG%2F9mD4tdqXPIjryTG5jqsi1DqW%2BQkKAk2YkI%3D&reserved=0

mailto:akp39@drexel.edu






REBECCA COX 


1814 Lear Court 


Bel Air, MD 21015 


(423) 943-9017 


rjc365@drexel.edu 


 


Summary:   
 


Registered nurse with 13 years of experience, both inpatient and outpatient, in the 


wound care specialty.  Attains Role Model designation during yearly performance 


reviews at MedStar Good Samaritan Hospital. 


 


Education: 


 


9/2018-current Master of Science in Nursing (in progress) 


Family Nurse Practitioner  


Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


GPA: 4.0 


 


8/2002 - 5/2007 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 


  East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, Tennessee 


  GPA:  3.861 (on 4.0 scale) 


  Honors:  Summa Cum Laude 


 


8/1998-5/2002 High School Diploma 


  Daniel Boone High School, Gray, Tennessee 


  GPA: 4.016 (on 4.0 scale) 


  Honors:  Valedictorian 


 


Health Care Experience: 


 


7/2010 - present Registered Nurse 


  MedStar Good Samaritan Hospital 


 The Center for Wound Healing, Hyperbaric Medicine, and Limb 


Salvage 


  Baltimore, Maryland 
 


  Performs duties of a registered nurse in a high-volume outpatient 


 clinic setting specializing in wound care. 
 


• Completes wound assessments, documentation, and 


dressing application. 


• Provides patient education, including wound etiology, 


nutrition, offloading, wound cleansing and wound dressing 


instructions. 



mailto:beccajb1@hotmail.com





• Collaborates with physicians to optimize patient plan of care. 


• Extensive knowledge of wound care dressings and 


techniques, including wound vacs, compression wraps, and 


total contact casts. 


• Serves as preceptor to newly-hired registered nurses. 


• Attends staff meetings and panel meetings regularly. 


• Performs monthly chart audits. 


• Manages inventory, including supply purchasing. 


• Attains Role Model designation (highest designation) on 


yearly performance reviews. 
   


7/2007 - 7/2010 Registered Nurse 


  Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 


  Johns Hopkins Regional Burn Center 


  Burn/Wound Unit 


  Baltimore, Maryland 


 


  Performed duties of a registered nurse on a 10-bed inpatient unit 


 caring for burn victims and wound patients ages 15 and older. 


 


• Completed hospital-wide new graduate orientation and unit-


based new graduate orientation, learning nursing care in the 


burn specialty. 


• Performed on-going nursing assessments and timely 


documentation.   


• Prioritized, individualized, and implemented plans of care 


and evaluated patient outcomes.   


• Collaborated with a multidisciplinary team that included 


medical residents, fellows, and attending physicians, 


physical and occupational therapists, and case managers. 


•  Provided on-going patient education from admission to 


discharge.   


• Performed care of post-operative patients, including those 


that received split-thickness skin grafts, allograft placement, 


wound debridements, and muscle flaps. 


• Performed burn dressing changes using sterile technique. 


•  Delegated responsibilities to nurse technicians based on 


their roles. 


• Attended staff meetings regularly.   


• Cross-trained to provide care for IMC-status patients in Burn 


ICU.   


• Member of the hospital-wide Wound/Skin Resource Team 


and Co-chair of the Burn/Wound Unit Shared Governance 


Committee from 2009-2010. 







   


5/2006 - 5/2007  Student Nurse Technician 


Nursing Veterans Affairs Learning Opportunities 


Residency (VALOR) Program 


  James H. Quillen VA Medical Center 


  Mountain Home, Tennessee 


 


Working under the direct supervision of a BSN-prepared registered 


nurse preceptor on a medical telemetry unit, participated in direct 


patient care performing duties of a nursing assistant as well as 


learning the role of a registered nurse by: 
 


• Completing nursing assessments and documentation in the 


patient electronic record 


• Completing admissions and discharges 


• Providing patient education 


• Communicating with physicians 


• Giving and receiving report at shift change. 
•  


   Completed 20-hour basic dysrhythmia course and monitored  


   cardiac rhythms of patients.  Completed change project for unit by  


   updating Kardex forms. 


 


 


Certifications: 


 


Expires 1/2022  Basic Life Support for Healthcare Providers (CPR & AED) 


 


12/2019-12/2024  Certified Wound Care Nurse (CWCN) 


    Wound, Ostomy, and Continence Nursing Certification Board 


 


Workshops Attended: 


 


April 2019 Diabetic Limb Salvage 2019 Conference 


   20.25 contact hours 


   Washington, D.C. 


 


March 2019  The 2019 Symposium on Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine 


   12 contact hours 


   Baltimore, Maryland 


 


April 2008  Wound Care: Best Practices vs. B.A.D. Wound Care 


   6.7 contact hours 


   Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 


   Baltimore, Maryland 







 


 


 


 


April 2008  Trauma Orientation Education 


   14 contact hours 


   The Johns Hopkins Hospital 


   Baltimore, Maryland 


 


Community Involvement: 


 


July 2007-present  Active member of Community Christian Church 


    Nottingham, Maryland 


 


5/2014-5/2016  Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) Coordinator 


    Community Christian Church 


    Nottingham, Maryland 


 


 
 







the webinar.
 
*Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 8:00-9:00 a.m. ET – register in advance for this webinar at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SSAynaXeSLau_FQ2tPSBxA - After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.
 
*Friday, June 11, 2021 at 12:30-1:30 p.m. ET – register in advance for this webinar at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3pst3ZlqSWWKbFZP59tH-A - After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.

 
MDAAP Human Trafficking Focus Group: Join MDAAP President Debbie Badawi on
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 7:00-8:00 p.m. ET to provide your feedback regarding an
MDAAP/University of Maryland School of Social Work project (with grant funding from the U.S.
Department of Justice) to develop training programs for Maryland pediatricians and pediatric
healthcare providers regarding human trafficking. The proposed training programs would involve
e-learning modules and live training sessions. If you are interested in participating, we ask that
you review two online learning modules (20-30 minutes each in length) prior to the Focus Group
Zoom: 1) “Human Trafficking 101” (at
https://storage.googleapis.com/sswfiles/PARI/Human%20Trafficking%20101/story_html5.html
or https://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/pari/resources/elearning-units/) and 2) “Working with
Patients Experiencing Human Trafficking” at
https://storage.googleapis.com/sswfiles/PARI/Human-Trafficking-Medical-
Providers/story_html5.html or https://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/pari/resources/elearning-units/
 
At the Focus Group Zoom, your feedback will be collected about:
 

1)    How long did each of the e-learning modules take you?
2)    Given that these modules are a prerequisite for the live training, how much of a review
do you want/need of the content?
3)    Given that these modules are a prerequisite for the live training, what would you expect,
or hope, to get out of the live training?  Review of the content? Overview of additional
resources? Review of case studies? Time to work through case studies/practice in small
groups?

 
Please register in advance at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkdeyrrTkuE9NGMbya91OcL6iGcyzW5o9E. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the Zoom.
 
MDAAP/ADANE Nutrition Webinar Series: The MDAAP is partnering with the American
Dairy Association North East for a four-part webinar series:
 

”Hunger: A Pediatrician’s Direct Response to COVID-19” on Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at
12:00-1:00 p.m. ET. Register in advance at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__e9dYHd9QLKfxyAzrQrhWw. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.
 
“New Approaches to the Nutritional Care of Children with Food Allergies” on Thursday,
May 27, 2021 at 12:00-1:00 p.m. ET. Register in advance at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ovrd-RJ7SBm4nr9nZ1W37w. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.
 
“A Thoroughly Modern Approach to Childhood Nutrition in the 21st Century” on Tuesday,
August 17, 2021 at 12:00-1:00 p.m. ET. Register in advance at
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DtT0Hs3OS4WqHzSoeIMIAA. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.
 
“COVID-19 and Intuitive Eating: A Non-Dieting Approach to Children and Families” on
Thursday, September 30, 2021 at 12:00-1:00 p.m. ET. Register in advance at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kbMZiKaoT22eRmwS6n3RHQ. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.
 

MDAAP Chapter Membership Available Your Practice Staff: Did you know that your
clinical and administrative staff can join the MDAAP Chapter too?
 

*For Nurse Practitioners and Physicians Assistants the annual Chapter-only
membership fee is $75 each
*For Professional Staff (other clinical staff and administrators/
managers/administrative staff), the annual Chapter-only membership fee is $50 each

 
The membership application is available at https://www.mdaap.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/MDAAP-Chapter-Only-Application-2020.pdf. For more information on
member benefits, see https://www.mdaap.org/memberbenefits/.

 
 
MDAAP Legislative Matters
 

MDAAP Legislative Zoom Meetings Have Ended: Our last Zoom meeting was Mar 2, 2021.
Stay tuned for email updates as they will continue until the close of the January-March 2021
Maryland legislative session.

 
 
COVID-19 Topics
 

Register to Become a COVID-19 Vaccination Provider: Per Kurt Seetoo/MDH Center for
Immunization, as Maryland begins to receive larger allocations for COVID vaccine, the MDH is
trying to get all interested providers registered as COVID providers.  See the attachments to this
email:
 

*MDH letter of March 22, 2021 from Kurt Seetoo and David Blythe, MD
*MDH COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Quick Reference Guide
*MDH ImmuNet COVID-19 Registration Instructions

 
Questions? Contact Mr. Seetoo at kurt.seetoo@maryland.gov or 410-767-6679.
 
The Maryland Vaccine Equity Task Force: The Maryland Vaccine Equity Task Force (VETF)
will work with the state’s 24 local health departments to focus COVID-19 vaccination efforts on
underserved, vulnerable, and hard-to-reach populations to ensure the equitable delivery of
vaccines. The task force will leverage resources with close ties to key communities, including the
state’s Vaccine Advisory Group, the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives, the state’s
network of Medicaid providers, and additional public sector and community partners. In addition
to evaluating the county plans and targeting resources at equity-focused vaccination efforts, the
task force will serve as a clearinghouse for proposals and requests from nonprofit, faith-based,
and community organizations seeking to serve vulnerable populations. (Governor Larry Hogan -
Official Website for the Governor of Maryland)
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From the MDAAP Oral Health Committee
 

Fluoride Varnish and Oral Health Screening Program for Kids – Training for EPSDT
Medical Providers in Maryland: View the series of “Maryland’s Mouths Matter” modules at
https://www.mchoralhealth.org/flvarnish/ to learn how medical providers can reduce the
incidence of dental caries among children ages 5 and under and to contribute to the
establishment of a dental home. EPSDT medical providers (i.e., physicians, nurse practitioners) in
Maryland must complete the curriculum post-tests to become eligible to seek reimbursement for
the application of fluoride varnish for children ages 9 months through age 5 via the Maryland
Medicaid Program. Questions? Contact Stacy Costello at stacy.costello@maryland.gov.

 
 
MDAAP Upcoming Meetings/Events – FMI, https://www.mdaap.org/events-meetings/ - Mark your
calendars!
 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021
1:00-2:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP/AAP/CDC Project Firstline Zoom Webinar – “Infection Prevention and Control: Addressing
When Parents are Essential Workers”
Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7ZxKxMQ0QTyb31V2xE94gQ.

 
Thursday, April 8, 2021
12:00-1:00 p.m. ET
Boston University School of Medicine: Vaccine-Based Prevention of Meningococcal B Disease:
Tools for Interpreting and Implementing Recommendations Webinar
Register at: https://www.pathlms.com/bucme/courses/29827
 
Friday, April 9, 2021
12:30-1:30 p.m. ET
MDAAP Chapter Chat Zoom Meeting
Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bq-J-aA3RaGQ1WWD_fteBQ.
 
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
7:00-8:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP Chapter Child Maltreatment/Foster Care Committee Zoom Meeting
Register at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEudOyprTwqGNymXrHCdwjLR3AB_gw91JOK.
 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021
7:00-8:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP Human Trafficking Focus Group
Register at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkdeyrrTkuE9NGMbya91OcL6iGcyzW5o9E.
 
Thursday, April 15, 2021
6:00-8:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP Chapter General Membership Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82282991380?pwd=ekViZ1dGOEFXNi9FY211VnlpTXU2Zz09 –
Webinar ID: 822 8299 1380 – Passcode: 934448 – Dial 301-715-8592  or 312-626-6799
 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021
1:00-2:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP Teen Safe Driving Coalition Zoom Meeting
Details – TBD.
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Tuesday, April 27, 2021
12:00-1:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP/ADANE Zoom Webinar: “Hunger: A Pediatrician’s Direct Response to COVID-19”
Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__e9dYHd9QLKfxyAzrQrhWw.
 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021
8:00-9:00 a.m. ET
MDAAP Chapter Chat Zoom Meeting
Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SSAynaXeSLau_FQ2tPSBxA.
 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021
1:00-2:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP Teen Safe Driving Coalition Zoom Meeting
Login – TBD.
 
Thursday, May 27, 2021
12:00-1:00 p.m. ET
MDAAP/ADANE Zoom Webinar: “New Approaches to the Nutritional Care of Children with Food
Allergies”
Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ovrd-RJ7SBm4nr9nZ1W37w.

 
 
From National AAP
 

Call for Hardship Scholarship Applications – Deadline Thursday, April 15, 2021: The
American Academy of Pediatrics Hardship Scholarship Program is specifically designed to help
allay financial difficulties for residents and fellowship trainees in good academic standing. The
Academy grants annually a number of hardship scholarships varying from $1,000 to $5,000. Each
applicant will be reviewed carefully, and awards will be granted to the most deserving pediatric
residents and fellowship trainees. For further information and requirements, please go to 2021
Hardship Scholarship Application (Section on Pediatric Trainees (SOPT) Funding, Awards and
Financial Wellness Information (aap.org)). You will be prompted to create a username and
password. This will allow you to save your progress and return to the form later, if necessary.
Questions? Contact Kimberley VandenBrook kvandenbrook@aap.org.
 
AAP Education Award—Nominations Due Friday, April 30, 2021: The AAP is pleased to
announce that individual nominations are being accepted for the 2021 AAP Education Award.
This award will recognize one member of the Academy whose career reflects educational
contributions that have had a broad and positive impact on the health and well-being of infants,
children, adolescents and young adults. The selection subcommittee considers potential
nominees with a broad perspective of educational contributions, ranging from bedside instruction
to formation of a national child health educational policy. For more information, go to
ANNOUNCEMENT (aap.org). Questions? Contact Nikki Berry nberry@aap.org.
 
PediaLink Editorial Board - Nominations Due Saturday, May 15, 2021: AAP Fellows are
encouraged to apply for those qualified and interested in online learning, medical education, and
continuous professional development. Find the call for nominations packet at 2019 AAP
Headquarters Letterhead Template and the list of responsibilities at Microsoft Word -
PediaLink_Editorial_Board-Job_Description_2021 (aap.org). Questions? Contact Lisa Donato at
ldonato@aap.org.
 
AAP “COVID-19 Response Advocacy Report” of March 23, 2021: See the most recent
report at COVID-19 Advocacy Report 9.0.pdf (aap.org).
 
COVID-19 Immunization Administration Payment: The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services has nearly doubled Medicare Physician Fee Schedule payment for administration of the
COVID-19 vaccine, including administration of vaccines requiring two doses, to $40 per
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administration. This follows significant advocacy by the AAP through its participation on the
American Medical Association Specialty Society RVS Update Committee. This updated MPFS
payment rate reflects the additional resources necessary to ensure the vaccine is administered
safely and appropriately during the COVID-19 public health emergency. For more information, go
to COVID 2020.pdf (aap.org).
 
“Children and COVID-19: State-Level Data Report”: Find the March 25, 2021 report at
Children and COVID-19: State-Level Data Report (aap.org). Questions? Contact Blake Sisk at
bsisk@aap.org.
 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy Webinar Series Available: Although patients with rare
conditions are primarily cared for by sub-specialists, the initial care pediatric patients receive in
the medical home helps establish early diagnosis. Early diagnosis can inform prognosis, service
planning, and monitoring for associated developmental and medical conditions. This free
education series on PediaLink highlights the updated care considerations and emerging therapies
related to the care and management of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. Find more information
and view the webinars at Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (aap.org).
 
AAP COVID-19 Advocacy Resources: See COVID-19 Advocacy Resources (aap.org) for
information including:
 

*Advocacy Reports
*School Re-Opening
*Legislative Summaries & Analysis
*Telehealth Advocacy Materials
*Provider Relief Grants Materials
*Letters to Congress
*Health Equity
*Vaccine Resources

 
AAP Pediatric Subspecialty Shortages Fact Sheets: Pediatric medical subspecialists and
pediatric surgical specialists care for children with special health care needs. Since physicians in
many pediatric subspecialties are in short supply, children and families face challenges in
accessing timely health care. Pediatric subspecialty shortages mean traveling long distances to
get care, waiting weeks or months to get an appointment with a subspecialist, going without
care altogether, or getting care from providers with less specific training. See all states’ resources
at Pediatric Subspecialty Shortages Fact Sheets (aap.org) – Maryland’s fact sheet is available at
Maryland_SubspecialtyFactSheet.pdf (aap.org).
 
AAP Spina Bifida Webinar Series: Spina bifida is the most commonly occurring complex
congenital birth defect and has been associated with increasing survival rates. This free webinar
series (Spina Bifida (aap.org)) addresses important care guidelines, and highlights the critical role
of pediatricians, subspecialists and other clinicians in caring for individuals with spina bifida. The
first webinar in the series focuses on understanding all the body systems and the impact of spina
bifida, while providing an overview of the medical and non-medical issues associated with spina
bifida. The second webinar highlights the greater role primary care pediatricians can assume in
supporting children with spina bifida, and their families, with an emphasis on the valuable role of
both the primary care medical home and sub-specialty clinicians in coordinating effective
treatment for individuals with spina bifida. Each of the webinar modules are eligible for AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit™ and Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Part 2. Learn more and access the
webinars by visiting the American Academy of Pediatrics Spina Bifida page. Questions? Contact
Nkem Chineme nchineme@aap.org.
 
Telehealth Tool Kit Available to Members: A new communications tool kit of telehealth
resources is now available on AAP.org. Download graphics and videos and link to
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HealthyChildren.org articles to help parents and caregivers understand the basics of a telehealth
appointment and how to get ready for one. Share these tools on your website, email, and social
media to let them know telehealth is an option in your practice. The telehealth campaign is an
AAP initiative supported by HRSA. Find the tool kit at Promoting Telehealth (aap.org).
 
Project Firstline ToolKit for Infection Control Training: The New CDC Firstline Facilitator
Toolkit can help you lead training on critical infection control information. Whether your team has
10, 20, or 60 minutes, there are resources to support you. Together we have the power to stop
infections. Find the toolkit at Project Firstline Facilitator Toolkit | Project Firstline | Infection
Control | CDC.

 
 
Funding Opportunities
 

Behavioral Health Workforce Education and Training Program for Paraprofessionals:
The purpose of the BHWET Program for Paraprofessionals is to develop and expand community-
based experiential training to increase the supply of students preparing to become peer support
specialists and other behavioral health-related paraprofessionals while also improving distribution
of a quality behavioral health workforce. A special focus is placed on the knowledge and
understanding of the specific concerns of children, adolescents, and transitional-aged youth in
high need and high demand areas at risk for behavioral health disorders. The application closes
on Monday, April 12, 2021. For more information, see Search Grants | GRANTS.GOV.
 
HRSA NHSC Loan Repayment Programs: Go to Loan Repayment | NHSC (hrsa.gov) to view
information about:
 

*NHSC Loan Repayment Program (NHSC LRP): Awards up to $50,000 in exchange for a
two-year commitment to provide primary medical, dental or mental/behavioral health
care at approved sites in high-need, underserved areas - NHSC Loan Repayment
Program | NHSC (hrsa.gov).
 
*NHSC Substance Use Disorder Workforce Loan Repayment Program (NHSC SUD
Workforce LRP): Provides up to $75,000 in exchange for a three-year commitment to
health care professionals who provide substance use disorder (SUD) treatment services -
NHSC Substance Use Disorder Workforce Loan Repayment Program | NHSC (hrsa.gov).
 
*NHSC Rural Community Loan Repayment Program (NHSC Rural Community LRP):
Awards up to $100,000 for three years of service for providers in rural communities -
NHSC Rural Community Loan Repayment Program | NHSC (hrsa.gov).

 
All programs are accepting applications through Thursday, May 6, 2021.

 
 
Educational Opportunities
 

MDH Webinar Series: “Spotlight on Syphilis: What Health Care Providers Need to
Know”: Join the Maryland Department of Health’s Center for STI Prevention for a free, CME,
lunch-time Syphilis Webinar Series this April 2021
(https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDPCS/CSTIP/Pages/HotTopics.aspx), provided in
collaboration with the STD/HIV Prevention Training Center at Johns Hopkin. Presenters are
faculty in the departments of Medicine, Gynecology & Obstetrics, and Pediatrics at the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine. Help address the urgent threat of syphilis. Learn about
national and Maryland surveillance trends; diagnosing and staging infection; up-to-date CDC
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screening and treatment recommendations; complex cases; preventing maternal syphilis and the
devastating consequences of congenital syphilis; accessing public health resources for
information about patients’ prior testing and treatment, assuring patient and partner treatment,
and more. Questions? Contact Elisabeth Liebow elisabeth.liebow@maryland.gov.
 
Webinar: “Exploring Strategies for Sustainable Systems-Wide Changes to Reduce the
Prevalence of Obesity: A Workshop”: The Roundtable on Obesity Solutions (Roundtable on
Obesity Solutions | National Academies) is convening a one-day public virtual workshop on
Thursday, April 8, 2021 (Exploring Strategies for Sustainable Systems Wide Changes to Reduce
the Prevalence of Obesity A Workshop Series -April Workshop | National Academies). This
workshop will be the first in a series to explore sustainable systems-wide changes to reduce the
prevalence of obesity. The workshop series will examine the connections between drivers of
obesity and promising solutions that have potential for lasting systems change, including
effective health communications, structural racism, and stigma and bias. For more information
and to register, see Exploring Strategies for Sustainable Systems-Wide Changes Tickets, Thu, Apr
8, 2021 at 10:00 AM | Eventbrite.
 
Webinar: “Addressing Food Insecurity Among Young Children During the Pandemic:
Innovations from Vermont and Washington State”: Join this Center for Health Care
Strategies event on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 from 1:00 – 2:00 pm ET to learn about state
efforts to align or innovate early childhood and Medicaid programs to help families with young
children find resiliency in the face of ongoing COVID-19 pandemic disruptions and beyond. More
information and registration details can be found at Addressing Food Insecurity Among Young
Children During the Pandemic: Innovations from Vermont and Washington State - Center for
Health Care Strategies (chcs.org).
 
Webinar: “Understanding the Opioid Epidemic: Providers' Role in the Treatment of
OUD”: Are you a Maryland prescriber interested in learning more about treating patients with
opioid use disorder? Hosted by the Maryland Addiction Consultation Service and Calvert County
Health Department, join this free CME event on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 12:00-1:00 pm
ET. Register at Understanding the Opioid Epidemic: Providers' Role in the Treatment of OUD
Registration, Wed, Apr 14, 2021 at 12:00 PM | Eventbrite.
 
Webinar: “How To Use Google Tools To Generate More Patients”: While appearing in
Google search results is essential for getting found online, Google is more than just a search
engine, it’s a marketing machine with robust tools you can leverage to grow your practice. Join
this 45-minute webinar on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 2:00-3:00 p.m. ET to learn how to
enhance your website and leverage Google tools to generate more new patients. In this webinar,
attendees will learn: Understanding Google analytics; Creating and using a Google my business
account; Optimize your website content to be found in searches relevant to your patients; and
Effects and importance of online reviews. Register at Registration (gotowebinar.com).
 
Webinar: “Diabetes Care Considerations in the Time of COVID-19": The Maryland
Assembly on School Based Health Care will host this event on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at
3:00 p.m. ET, presented by the University of Maryland Center for Diabetes and Endocrinology at
Midtown Pediatrics. The webinar will provide a review of care for the school-aged child with
Diabetes including technology, mental health components, medical orders, and updated
information regarding Type1 diabetes and COVID-19. This webinar is free to participate but
space is limited, so register soon at MASBHC Home Page. This activity has been submitted to the
Maryland Nurses Association for approval to award 1 contact hour. Questions? Email
masbhc@gmail.com.
 
Webinar: “Compassion Conversations”: Consider joining the Schwartz Center for
Compassionate Healthcare’s inaugural event on Friday, April 16, 2021 at 8:30-9:00 a.m. ET for
their new series about the role of compassion in leadership and organizational culture from
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healthcare and other leaders. More information and registration details are available at
Compassion Conversations | The Schwartz Center.
 
Webinar: “BHIPP Resilience Break: Young Adult Perspectives: Conversations about
Primary Care and Behavioral Health”: Co-hosted by Maryland BHIPP and the Maryland
Coalition of Families, join this event on Friday, April 16, 2021 at 12:30-1:30 p.m. ET. This even
will offer attendees insight into the patient perspective, will help providers feel more prepared
when patients have behavioral health needs, and will share why some screening tools may be
more effective than others and how to help patients take the next step. Free CME/CEU credit
available for participation. To register, go to WebEx Enterprise Site.
 
Webinar: “Advocating for Health Equity for Children”: Hosted by the Delaware
Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics, join this CME event on Thursday, April 22,
2021 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. ET. The focus of this event is to expand the knowledge of child
health advocacy, policy and legislative activities; critical topics around child health disparities and
equity and around  diversity, equity and inclusion, and culturally effective health care. MDAAP
member Joseph Wright, MD, FAAP is featured as a keynote speaker. The cost for AAP members
is $20; for non-members, $30. For more information and to register visit
https://msdcme.rievent.com/a/EGYQHL.
 
NYMAC Virtual Meeting, May 4-5, 2021: Join a dynamic group of Families, Advocates,
Healthcare Providers, and Public Health Professionals and share, learn and plan to effect positive
changes in access to genetic services. See the meeting brochure at Meeting Brochure/Continuing
Education Information | NYMAC (nymacgenetics.org). Register at NYMAC Virtual Meeting, May
4th & 5th, 2021 (constantcontact.com).
 
Webinar: Hopkins “47th Annual Pediatric Trends”: Pediatric medicine is evolving on a daily
basis and it can be difficult for a general pediatric practitioner to remain up-to-date on new
standards of care, therapies, and medications. The goal of this course is to fulfill the need in the
practicing pediatric community to increase and improve competence in the field of pediatric
medicine and to integrate best practices based on evidence-based medicine and current
research. This event will be held from May 11-14, 2021.  On-line registration and speaker
information is available at https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?
P=0&EID=24030. Questions? Contact Ashley Rzepinnik asarant1@jhmi.edu.
 
Webinar: 5  Annual Maryland Tobacco Control Conference – “Navigating the
Changing Landscape: The Future of Tobacco Control in Maryland”: Hosted by the Legal
Resource Center for Public Health Policy at the University of Maryland School of Law and the
Maryland Department of Health, this free event on May 12-13, 2021 from 1:00-4:15 p.m. ET
will bring together local, state, and national experts to discuss the state of tobacco control.
Presenters and attendees will discuss best practices and policies to reduce tobacco use and
health disparities, covering a wide range of topics, including: tobacco prevention and cessation,
law and policy, enforcement, and the latest research trends. Continuing education credits will be
offered. Registration is available at 5th Annual Maryland Tobacco Control (Virtual) Conference
Tickets, Wed, May 12, 2021 at 1:00 PM | Eventbrite. Questions? Contact Megan Griest
mgriest@law.umaryland.edu.
 
Webinar: “The Medical Promise of Climate Solutions: Moving to Action for Health and
Equity”: This Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health event will take place during
May 21-25, 2021. The Keynote speaker will be Senator Sheldon Whitehouse addressing
“Opportunity for Climate and Health in the 117th Congress.” See the details of the agenda and
register at Annual Meeting 2021 · The Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health
(MSCCH) (medsocietiesforclimatehealth.org).
 

th
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ANA COVID-19 Webinar Series: “Boosting Vaccine Confidence in Minority Populations
- Specific Strategies to Encourage and Educate Your Patients”: While enthusiasm to
receive the COVID-19 vaccine is high among many, a significant number of people are reluctant
to take the important step of getting the “shot in the arm.”  Many factors have an impact on this
reluctance, not the least of which include racial, cultural, and ethnic background and past
experiences. This on-demand webinar is FREE for all nurses. Registration is required prior to
viewing. Register at Caring for Covid-19 Patients: Disease Progression and Nursing Interventions
You Need to Know (on24.com).
 
“Engage-Calm-Distract: Understanding and responding to children in crisis”:
Developed for medical providers this resource kit (https://cdphe.colorado.gov/engage-calm-
distract) contains strategies for reducing children's distress reactions and providing distraction
activities when performing medical procedures. Providing comfort, listening, and reducing
distress reactions in children, as well as their caregivers, allows you to focus more on providing
needed medical treatment and can lead to better immediate and long-term physical and
emotional outcomes for your patient.

 
 
FYIs
 

April is Autism Awareness Month: The National Institute of Mental Health’s Office of Autism
Research Coordination is pleased to invite you to two special events to recognize National Autism
Awareness Month:
 

*Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 2:00-3:30 p.m. ET – “An Afternoon of Comedy with
Asperger’s Are Us” - 2021 NIMH/OARC Autism Awareness Month Special Event - An
Afternoon of Comedy with Asperger’s Are Us | IACC (hhs.gov).

*Wednesday, April 28, 2021 at 2:00-4:00 p.m. ET – “The Federal Response to COVID-
19: Addressing the Needs of the Autism and Disability Communities” - The Federal
Response to COVID-19: Addressing the Needs of the Autism and Disability Communities
| IACC (hhs.gov).

 
View other autism-related events at Autism Events | IACC (hhs.gov).
 
April 10, 2021 is National Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness Day: This day is observed each
year to educate the public about the impact of HIV on young people. 1 in 5 new HIV diagnoses
occurs in young people ages 13-24. This National Youth HIV & AIDS Awareness Day, learn why
investing in youth health and education is critical to ending HIV at https://go.usa.gov/xsbyA.
 
STD Awareness Week: April 11-17, 2021: Observed the second full week in April, STD
Awareness Week provides an opportunity to raise awareness about STDs and how they impact
our lives; reduce STD-related stigma, fear, and discrimination; and ensure people have the tools
and knowledge to prevent, test for, and treat STDs. For more information, go to STD Awareness
Week - campaigns and resources from CDC.
 
Drexel FNP Student Seeking Pediatric Preceptor: The MDAAP was contacted by Rebecca
Cox, a student in the Family Nurse Practitioner program at Drexel University. She is looking to
work with a pediatrician or pediatric nurse practitioner to complete 80 hours from June 21-July
30, 2021. Rebecca is in need of completing her pediatric requirements, looking to spend two
days weekly with a provider. She states she is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and will provide
her own PPE based on Drexel requirements as well as the practice’s preferred PPE. Rebecca’s
resume is attached; if interested, contact her directly at rjc365@drexel.edu. [Attachments]
 
BHIPP Bulletin, March 2021: This issue features “Understanding Adolescent Self-Injury”
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(BHIPP Bulletin - March 2021 (mailchi.mp)). For prior bulletins, see
https://mdbhipp.org/newsletter.html.
 
"All Children See" Program - Children’s Eye Foundation of AAPOS: More than 2% of
children under the age of 18 are blind or visually impaired, and up to 5% of young children are
at risk for permanent vision loss from conditions such as amblyopia (also known as “lazy eye”)
and strabismus. Because 80% of learning is visual, vision plays a critical role in the cognitive,
physical, and social development of a young child. For a variety of reasons, many children in the
US have eye care needs that are not being met. The consequences of delaying treatment for
children with visual impairment can be life-long—including vision loss. The All Children See
Program (Home - Children's Eye Foundation | AAPOS) pairs children needing a comprehensive
eye exam with nearby, highly qualified pediatric ophthalmologists. ACS prioritizes seeing children
who have already failed a vision screening and partners with eyeglass companies, eye patching
companies, and other organizations that provide any necessary follow-up care. Questions?
Contact Mary Louise Z. Collins, MD at mcollins@gbmc.org. [Attachments]
 
Maryland Poison Center: “Data Snapshot – 2020”: Poisoning continues to be the leading
cause of injury related death in the U.S. The Maryland Poison Center (MPC), a service of the
University of Maryland School of Pharmacy, has provided poisoning treatment advice, education,
and prevention services to Marylanders since 1972. In 2020, the MPC managed more than
39,000 cases; just over 31,000 of which were related to people coming into contact with
dangerous or potentially dangerous substances (exposures). See the report at MPC Data
Snapshot (2020) (mdpoison.com).
 
“Raising the Next Generation: A Survey of Parents and Caregivers”: The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation released its March 2021 report, offering unique insights about raising
children in America today. More than 2,000 diverse parents and caregivers were polled about
their aspirations for their children, the challenges they face, and what enables their families to
thrive. While the majority of parents across all racial and ethnic groups share a common sense of
optimism, they also face individual and systemic barriers that affect their families’ physical and
mental health. Visit Raising the Next Generation: A Survey of Parents and Caregivers
(everyfamilyforward.org) to download the report.
 
NIH Minority Health and Health Disparities Strategic Plan 2021-2025: Charged with
leading scientific research to improve minority health and reduce health disparities, NIMHD
developed the 2021-2025 NIH Minority Health and Health Disparities Strategic Plan in
collaboration with all NIH Institutes, Offices and Centers and externally with experts and
communities impacted by health disparities. This strategic plan demonstrates the commitment of
all of NIH to improving minority health and reducing health disparities. The plan’s goals include:
1) Scientific Research, such as advancing the understanding of the causes of health disparities;
2) Research-Sustaining Activities, such as strengthening the national research capacity to
address minority health and health disparities, especially in minority-serving institutions; and 3)
Outreach, Collaboration, and Dissemination, such as cultivating and expanding the community of
researchers and advocates in the area of minority health and health disparities.
(https://nimhd.nih.gov/about/strategic-plan/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery)
 
“Costs of Emergency Department Visits in the United States, 2017”: This Healthcare
Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP) Statistical Brief presents statistics on the cost of ED visits in
the United States using the 2017 Nationwide Emergency Department Sample (NEDS). Total ED
charges were converted to costs using HCUP Cost-to-Charge Ratios based on hospital accounting
reports from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). ED visits include patients
treated and released from the ED, as well as those admitted to the same hospital through the
ED. Aggregate costs, average costs, and number of ED visits are presented by patient and
hospital characteristics. (Costs of Emergency Department Visits in the United States, 2017 #268
(ahrq.gov))

 
 
Job Postings – FMI, https://www.mdaap.org/job-opportunities/
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Physician III – Non-Merit – Baltimore County (01/28/21)
Job #24.456 8-19
 
A Non-Merit vacancy exist in Clinical Services, Department of Health and Human Services. Under
direction, plans, directs, and controls the activities of a bureau of the Health Department.
 

*Plans, organizes, directs, controls, and evaluates the programs and services provided
by a Health Department bureau.
*Coordinates the activities of the bureau with services provided by other health
agencies.
*Plans, prepares, and administers operating and grant budgets.
*Interprets and develops standards, policies, and procedures governing program
operations.
*Examines and diagnoses patients.

 
For more information, see physician-iii-non-merit | Job Details tab | Career Pages
(governmentjobs.com).

 
 
STAY WELL,
 

 

 
Loretta I. Hoepfner, MSOD
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Executive Director
Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
71 Years of Caring for Children - 1950-2021
MDAAP’s Mission: “To support and encourage pediatricians in the promotion of optimal health for all of
Maryland’s children and adolescents.”
 
1211 Cathedral Street, 3rd Floor, Baltimore, MD, 21201
Office: 410-878-9702
Fax: 410-649-4131
Email: loretta@mdaap.org
Website: www.mdaap.org
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Maryland-Chapter-American-Academy-of-Pediatrics-
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122534764459078/
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/MarylandAAP
 
Donations to the MDAAP Foundation can be made at: https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=FE3DCXHJ8KXK6
 
This communication, including all attachments, is confidential and may contain legally privileged and
confidential information that is subject to Federal and/or State privacy laws and regulations.  If you are
not the intended recipient or the agent of the intended recipient, you may not use, disclose, copy, or
disseminate any of the information contained in this communication.  If you received this communication
in error, please notify the sender immediately either by reply e-mail or by phone, and permanently
destroy the original communication, all attachments and any copies.
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