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MDAAP Executive Director’s Digest – July 1, 2022
Help Create Suicide Prevention Educational Materials with Pre-Teens, Teens and
Parents/Guardians: The MDAAP has received a grant from National AAP funded by the Drs.
Shirley & Irvin Whiteman Endowment for initiatives that address barriers to disease prevention in
children with complex health care needs. We are looking for ten (10) MDAAP pediatric practices
to recruit five (5) pediatric patients and their parents/guardians to assist in the creation of
suicide prevention educational campaign, including written materials and short videos to educate
parents/guardians, pre-teens, and teens during well-child visits. This education would include
how parents/guardians can improve communications about mental health with their pre-teens
and teens; in particular, it would help parents/guardians identify risk of suicide. In addition, we
are producing pre-teen and teen- focused education that would include how youth can better
express their mental health concerns and what to do if they have concerns about a friend’s
mental health. This project is led by the MDAAP Mental Health Committee Co-Chairs Dr. Suzanne
Rybczynski (rybczynski@kennedykrieger.org) and Dr. Kristi Machemer
(kmachemermd@gmail.com). For more information and to sign-up as a recruiting MDAAP
practice in this project, by Friday, July 8, 2022, contact Loretta I. Hoepfner, MDAAP Executive
Director at loretta@mdaap.org or 410-878-9702. [Attachments, 2]
Virtual Training on “Human Trafficking Training for Healthcare Providers” – August
2022: In partnership with the University of Maryland School of Social Work, the MDAAP continue
to offer virtual trainings on “Human Trafficking Training for Healthcare Providers” on:
·         Saturday, August 13, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. ET
·         Saturday, August 20, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. ET
·         Tuesday, August 23, 2022, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. ET
Registration details coming soon! This free CME virtual training includes:
·         Critical elements that define sex and labor trafficking.
·         Characteristics of sex and labor trafficking.
·         Common signs of human trafficking that medical providers may see in their practice.
·         Steps healthcare providers and their staff can take to learn more if a patient is
showing signs that make them suspicious of a trafficking situation.
Save-The-Date! 2022 MDAAP Chapter Annual Meeting – Saturday, September 10,
2022: The MDAAP Leadership is happy to announce that we will have our in-person 2022
MDAAP Chapter Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 10, 2022, at the Rolling Road Golf
Club, Catonsville, MD (https://www.rollingroadgc.org/). This meeting will bring together
members of our state-wide organization to network with one another, learn about innovative
pediatric clinical practice issues, and to celebrate our members’ accomplishments! This year’s

theme is “Pediatric Provider and Practice Wellness.”

MDAAP Primary Care Town Hall Meeting - Jun 22, 2022 - Recording Link and MDH
Slide Deck: If you missed Jun 22, 2022’s meeting re: the 6 months to 4 years COVID-19
vaccine – or want to review it again – please see the archived recording at
https://youtu.be/Oy8pYAPPQLw. Attached you will find a PDF of the slide deck presented by the
Maryland Department of Health (speakers: Dana Moncrief dana.moncrief@maryland.gov and
Traci Ayub traci.ayub@maryland.gov). [Attachment]
Maryland Insurance Administration – Letter Regarding Retroactive Denial of Health
Claims: The MDAAP Leadership wanted to share this June 28, 2022, letter with you that was
sent all Health Maintenance Organizations and Managed Care Organizations. [Attachment]
“Keep Everyone Safe During COVID-19" Posters Available: Developed by our MDAAP CDC
Project Firstline Faculty Leader Susan V. Lipton, MD, MPH, FAAP, and produced from funding the
MDAAP received via National AAP from the CDC’s Project Firstline
(https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline), 17”x22” posters are available to help you
reinforce COVID-19 safety principles with your staff and patients/families. The main goal of
Project Firstline is to help every frontline health care worker gain knowledge and confidence
around infection control principles and protocols. The aim is to ensure that health care workers
feel they can confidently apply what they learn to protect themselves, their facility, their family,
and their community from infectious disease threats, such as, but not limited to, COVID-19.
Contact MDAAP Executive Director Loretta I. Hoepfner at loretta@mdaap.org if you would like
posters mailed to you. [Attachment]
MDAAP Social Media: We have several social media accounts for you to check out:

*Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Maryland-Chapter-AmericanAcademy-of-Pediatrics-122534764459078/
*Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/MarylandAAP
*Follow us on Instagram: https://instagram.com/marylandaap
MDAAP Member Login Page: Have you seen the new feature on our website available to
current members? This addition features links/URLs to access upcoming events and meetings,
archived recordings, meeting notes/minutes, and other information specifically for MDAAP
members. To gain access, go to www.mdaap.org and click on the “MEMBER LOGIN” button
towards the top of the page. After completing the “New User Registration” questions, you will
receive an email from the “MDAAP Membership Admin” stating your account is pending approval.
Once approved, you will receive another email stating “Your registration for MDAAP Member
Access has been approved.”

MDAAP In The News
“Shots for tots: Maryland’s COVID-19 experts push for parents to protect little kids as
vaccines are recommended for the youngest ages”: See a recent article from The
Baltimore Sun featuring MDAAP President Debbie Badawi and MDAAP Immunization Committee
Chair Rebecca Carter – Shots for tots: Maryland’s COVID-19 experts push for parents to protect
little kids as vaccines are recommended for the youngest ages – Baltimore Sun.

From the MDAAP Inclusion-Diversity Anti-Racism & Equity Committee
“The Path to Better Childhoods”: On vital measures that predict later success in school and
life, small children in the U.S.do worse than kids in comparable countries. This distressing
information comes from an Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
study of five-year-olds. On average, American children had lower literacy and numeracy scores,
poorer self-regulation skills, and engaged in fewer acts of cooperation, kindness and other
prosocial behaviors than did children in England and Estonia, the other countries studied. Just
about the only bright spot was that U.S. children were roughly equivalent to their international
peers on some—but not all—social-emotional measures. [Attachment]
“For Better Youth Mental Health, We Must Dismantle Structural Racism”: Written by
MDAAP I-DARE Committee Chair Harolyn Belcher, see her O-HEID Spotlight – Spring 2022
discussing her interview with Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, MD, MBA, surgeon general of the United
States. [Attachment]

From the MDAAP Infectious Diseases Committee
CDC COCA Updated Guidance for Clinicians on COVID-19 Vaccines”: During Clinician
Outreach and Communication Activity calls/webinars (Calls/Webinars | Clinician Outreach and
Communication Activity (COCA) (cdc.gov)), subject matter experts present key emergency
preparedness and response topics, followed by meaningful Q&A with participants. Each COCA
Call/Webinar will offer the most up to date information and guidance for clinicians. Continuing
Education is available for most calls/webinars (Continuing Education|Clinician Outreach and
Communication Activity (COCA) (cdc.gov))

From the MDAAP Mental Health Committee
Help Create Suicide Prevention Educational Materials with Pre-Teens, Teens and
Parents/Guardians: The MDAAP has received a grant from National AAP funded by the Drs.
Shirley & Irvin Whiteman Endowment for initiatives that address barriers to disease prevention in
children with complex health care needs. We are looking for ten (10) MDAAP pediatric practices
to recruit five (5) pediatric patients and their parents/guardians to assist in the creation of
suicide prevention educational campaign, including written materials and short videos to educate
parents/guardians, pre-teens, and teens during well-child visits. This education would include
how parents/guardians can improve communications about mental health with their pre-teens
and teens; in particular, it would help parents/guardians identify risk of suicide. In addition, we
are producing pre-teen and teen- focused education that would include how youth can better
express their mental health concerns and what to do if they have concerns about a friend’s
mental health. This project is led by the MDAAP Mental Health Committee Co-Chairs Dr. Suzanne

Rybczynski (rybczynski@kennedykrieger.org) and Dr. Kristi Machemer
(kmachemermd@gmail.com). For more information and to sign-up as a recruiting MDAAP
practice in this project, by Friday, July 8, 2022, contact Loretta I. Hoepfner, MDAAP Executive
Director at loretta@mdaap.org or 410-878-9702. [Attachments, 2]

From the MDAAP Pediatric Council
Is CareFirst Denying You Payment for COVID-19 Vaccine Administration?: If you are
getting a denial from CareFirst for COVID-19 vaccine administration (0071A-first dose and/or
0072A-second dose), you can email Bob Sadowski, Pediatric Medical Director,
Robert.Sadowski@carefirst.com with the patient’s name, date of birth, membership ID number,
and the date the immunization was administered.

COVID-19 Topics

“Long COVID: Examining Long-Term Health Effects of COVID-19 and Implications for
the Social Security Administration: Proceedings of a Workshop”: ‘Long COVID’ refers to
the wide range of long-lasting symptoms experienced by some patients after a SARS-CoV-2
infection. The most common symptoms include fatigue, headache, brain fog, shortness of
breath, hair loss, and pain. At this time, there are many knowledge gaps related to Long COVID,
including the prevalence of the condition, the impact of the symptoms on survivors’ ability to
function, and the long-term course of the condition. While many individuals with Long COVID
recover within one year, others experience little or no decrease in symptom severity over time.
(Long COVID: Examining Long-Term Health Effects of COVID-19 and Implications for the Social
Security Administration: Proceedings of a Workshop |The National Academies Press)

"Coronavirus in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count”: See the latest report updated June
16, 2022, at https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html.

Medical Updates & Immunization Site Training for All Healthcare Providers led by
Pfizer Vaccines US Medical Affairs: Go to https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/enus/medical-updates to view training dates and times through Thursday, July 28, 2022. Sessions
will be updated to reflect the latest information.

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine: Pediatric and Adolescent Indications: Information about
upcoming webinars through Tuesday, July 19, 2022, detailing the pediatric and adolescent
indications for the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine is available at Webinar Invite: Pediatric Indication
for Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine (hcpconnects4.com).
COVID-19 Fact Sheets – In English, Spanish, Russian, Korean, French, Chinese, and
Amharic: The Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council (Home | Maryland Developmental
Disabilities Council (md-council.org)) and the Maryland Department of Health have released
seven (7) COVID-19 fact sheets in plain language. The Council funded the development and
design of the fact sheets to help people with disabilities get vaccines. The topics include high risk
health conditions, testing, monoclonal antibody treatment, vaccines, vaccines at home, vaccines

for children, and booster shots. You can download the fact sheets at The Council and the
Maryland Department of Health Partner to Bring You COVID-19 Fact Sheets in Plain Language |
Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council (md-council.org).
HHS COVID-19 Therapeutics Locator: The national map at COVID-19 Therapeutics Locator
(arcgis.com) displays public locations that have received shipments of U.S. Government-procured
COVID-19 therapeutics under U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) authority. The locations displayed in the locator have reported stock on hand
within the last day. The monoclonal antibody treatment Evusheld (Astra Zeneca), as well as the
oral antiviral therapies Paxlovid (Pfizer), and molnupiravir (Merck) are products authorized by the
FDA for either prevention (Evusheld) or treatment (Paxlovid and molnupiravir) of COVID19. These therapies require a prescription by a licensed and authorized provider. Patients should
coordinate with their healthcare provider prior to contacting a location to receive these therapies.

MDAAP Events & Meetings – FMI, https://www.mdaap.org/events-meetings/ --- Mark your calendars!
Saturday, August 13, 2022
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Virtual Training: MDAAP/University of Maryland School of Social Work – “Human Trafficking
Training for Healthcare Providers”
Registration details coming soon!
Saturday, August 20, 2022
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Virtual Training: MDAAP/University of Maryland School of Social Work – “Human Trafficking
Training for Healthcare Providers”
Registration details coming soon!
Tuesday, August 23, 2022
6:00-9:00 p.m.
Virtual Training: MDAAP/University of Maryland School of Social Work – “Human Trafficking
Training for Healthcare Providers”
Registration details coming soon!
Saturday, September 10, 2022
MDAAP Chapter Annual Meeting
“Pediatric Provider and Practice Wellness”
Rolling Road Golf Club, Catonsville, MD
More details coming soon!

From National AAP
Tell FDA to Take Flavored Tobacco Products Off the Market – Submit Comments
by Tuesday, July 5, 2022: After years of advocacy from public health organizations, in April
2022 the U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued historic proposed rules
(https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-proposes-rules-prohibitingmenthol-cigarettes-and-flavored-cigars-prevent-youth-initiation) to prohibit the use of menthol in
cigarettes and all flavoring agents in cigars. It is crucial for them to know that pediatricians
across the country support their efforts. While these proposals are broadly supported by the
medical and public health communities, the FDA is likely to face pushback as it takes one of its
most sweeping tobacco regulatory actions to date—this makes it critical for the agency to receive
as many comments as possible demonstrating support for prohibiting flavors in combusted
tobacco products from organizations and individuals across the country. Questions? Contact Matt
Mariani at mmariani@aap.org.

Addressing Health Equity for Black CYSHCN Virtual Course: The National Resource
Center for Patient/Family-Centered Medical Home is hosting a free virtual course on Tuesday,
July 12, 2022, from 9:00–11:00 am Central time that examines factors impacting equitable
health care for Black children and youth with special health care needs. This 2-hour course
covers the following topics:
Historical Trauma of Racism and Ableism in Pediatric Medicine
Increasing Equitable Care for Black CYSHCN Through Medical Home
Intentionally Engage Black Fathers in their Children’s Care
Systems of Care for Black CYSHCN
A 15-minute Q&A session will take place at the completion of the course. This activity has been
approved for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™. Register at Addressing Health Equity for Black
CYSHCN - AAP.
CHILD Registry Call for Pilot Program Participants: As the only longitudinal clinical data
registry for all infants, children, and adolescents in the United States, the Child Health
Improvement through Longitudinal Data Registry has the potential to substantially accelerate
advances in child health and improve outcomes for children. The CHILD Registry is expanding
the pilot program to include additional primary care pilot sites and requesting interested
organizations to submit an interest form at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CHILDRegistryPilotForm by Monday, August 1, 2022. The
pilot program will allow clinicians at pilot sites to test and provide feedback for improvement.
These sites will validate electronic health record (EHR) data, review and test content, and
provide feedback on new content for the registry. Learn more at CHILD Registry (aap.org).
Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Dosing Quick Reference Guide: Go to Critical Updates on
COVID-19 (aap.org) to download a handy reference guide for age-appropriate dosing of the
COVID-19 vaccine. Information for immunocompromised children is included.
AAP and HHS Partner on COVID-19 Public Education Campaign: The National AAP is
partnering with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on their "We Can Do
This" public education campaign to increase COVID-19 vaccine confidence. In the wake of the
newly-authorized COVID-19 vaccine for young children, the AAP and HHS collaborated on a new
toolkit (https://wecandothis.hhs.gov/resource/pediatricians-and-family-physicians-toolkit) for
pediatricians, family physicians, and other medical professionals engaged in thoughtful
discussions with parents and families on the importance of immunization. The toolkit contains
new informational content, posters, flyers, social media graphics, AAP videos, and more. These
resources will also be available in Spanish at https://juntossipodemos.hhs.gov/.

Testimony by Members of the American Academy of Pediatrics – Submitted for the
U.S. Senate Commmittee on the Judiciary Hearing,, “Protecting America’s Children
from Gun Violence” – June 15, 2022: MDAAP pediatricians contributed to this report (06-1522 AAP Member Testimony on Gun Violence by State.pdf):
Page 131: M. Catherine Mailander, Ellicott City
Page 133: Joseph Wright, Upper Marlboro
Page 134: Thuy Ngo, Baltimore City
Page 135-136: Jennifer Maehr, Silver Spring

Children and COVID-19: State-Level Data Report”: See the latest report of June 23, 2022,
at Children and COVID-19: State-Level Data Report (aap.org).

Funding Opportunities

HRSA Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Recovery Loan Repayment Program:
Apply Now to the Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Recovery Loan Repayment Program
(STAR LRP) through Thursday, July 7, 2022. The STAR LRP awards eligible providers with up
to $250,000 of loan repayment in exchange for six years of full-time service at an approved
facility. Behavioral health clinicians and support workers, clinical support staff and many others
trained in substance use disorder treatment are encouraged to apply. For more information go to
Apply to the Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Recovery Loan Repayment Program |
Bureau of Health Workforce (hrsa.gov).
“Community-Driven Approaches to Address Factors Contributing to Structural Racism
in Public Health”: The Office of Minority Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services released a funding opportunity for community-driven approaches to address factors
contributing to structural racism in public health. The initiative will support development and
implementation of new policies and innovative practices. Learn more at View Opportunity |
GRANTS.GOV and apply by Friday, July 15, 2022.

Maryland Primary Care Program Now Accepting Applications for PY2023: The MDPCP
recently announced their Request for Applications (RFA) for PY2023 (Maryland Primary Care
Program Request for Applications (cms.gov)). The application period for new participants
including primary care practices, FQHCs, and CTOs will be open until Friday, July 15, 2022.
Interested applicants are encouraged to view the Recruiting Events Calendar
(MDPCP_Recruitment_Event_Calendar-2022.pdf (maryland.gov)) and register for one of their
upcoming webinars, including an Application Walkthrough and Q&A Session on Wednesday, June
29, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. ET (https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5344674769225776397).
Please visit the application page
(https://health.maryland.gov/mdpcp/Pages/ProgramApplication.aspx) for more information.
Questions? Contact the MDH Program Management Office at mdh.pcmodel@maryland.gov or
CMMI at marylandmodel@cms.hhs.gov. For technical questions or issues related to the
application portals, please contact CMMIForceSupport@cms.hhs.gov.

Educational Opportunities
Virtual: “Addressing Social Determinants of Health in Clinical Care”: Join the July 2022
Preventive Medicine Grand Rounds to learn about strategies to address social determinates of
health in a clinical care setting on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at 1:30-3:00 p.m. ET. Attendees
will learn how SDOH present in clinical care settings and the role they play in driving health
outcomes and health disparities. Speakers will describe strategies to address SDOH, including
those to align primary care with public health through clinical services and education in the
healthcare profession. Multiple policies now influence healthcare organizations to address SDOH
in clinical care. By leveraging these policies, clinicians and healthcare organizations can
supplement individualized disease state interventions with social services interventions that
impact population-level outcomes beyond individual factors. On the date/time of the event, log in
to Launch Meeting - Zoom (zoomgov.com) to join (Passcode (if prompted): PMGR_0706). These
Grand Rounds presentations are provided by CDC’s Preventive Medicine Residency and
Fellowship program with the goal of sharing systems-based approaches and leadership practices

to address population health issues and public health emergencies. Continuing education is
available and there is no cost for this activity. For more details, go to
https://www.cdc.gov/prevmed/pmgr/upcoming-lectures.html.

In-Person: “IAPFS 2022”: The International Association of Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing
Conference on July 21-22, 2022, will be held in Baltimore, MD, at the Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront Hotel. The conference is sponsored by Kennedy Krieger Institute and Mt.
Washington Pediatric Hospital. The IAPFS Conference will include two days of professional
presentations for physicians, nurses, dieticians, psychologists, and other allied health providers.
The registration fee includes Thursday and Friday breakfast, lunch, and continuing education
credits. For more information and to register, see https://iapfs.org/conference-registration/.

Virtual: “Children's Environmental Health: A Workshop on Future Priorities for
Environmental Health Sciences”: The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine's Board on Population Health and Public Health Practice, Board on Environmental
Studies and Toxicology, and Board on Children Youth and Families are organizing a virtual public
workshop to discuss the state of science and knowledge about children's environmental health.
This virtual workshop will take place August 1-4, 2022, with half-day sessions starting mid-day
Eastern Time. For more information and to register, go to Children's Environmental Health
Workshop Tickets, Mon, Aug 1, 2022 at 11:00 AM | Eventbrite.
On-Demand Webinar: “Closing the Gap Between Health and Gen Z”: The American Dairy
Association North East (www.americandairy.com) hosted a health professional webinar offering
free CME/CPEU credits on June 15, 2022. If you were not able to attend live, you can watch the
recording and get CME Enduring credits of 1.25 at On-Demand Webinar: Closing the Gap
Between Health and Gen Z (americandairy.com). The session’s objectives included:
·         Understand the characteristics of the Gen Z consumer segment as it relates to their
demographics, behavior, and learning style when it comes to health and wellness
content.
·         Summarize and explain the latest science and research as it pertains to health
claims supporting Immunity, Calm, Sustained Energy, and Digestive Health messaging.
·         Translate the science into consumer-friendly health and wellness messages that you
can apply when communicating with your Gen Z clientele.
Questions? Contact Elisabeth Jalkiewicz at ejalkiewicz@milk4u.org. [Attachment]

Diploma in Climate Medicine: Government, nonprofit funding agencies, and hospital systems
are scaling up climate and health opportunities. Health care providers must learn to lead on:
·         Climate & Health Science Policy
·         Environmental Justice
·         Health Care System Decarbonization and Resiliency
·         Workforce Training
·         Climate & Health Research and Dissemination
The Diploma in Climate Medicine is open to health care practitioners who hold an advanced
degree and licensure in any area of clinical practice. For more information, see
https://medschool.cuanschutz.edu/climateandhealth/diploma-in-climate-medicine?

sf_cntrl_id=ctl00%24WideColumn%24C024#ft-program-overview-0.
FYIs
AHRQ Seeking Nominations for AHRQ's National Advisory Council: The Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality is seeking nominations for their National Advisory Council
(https://www.ahrq.gov/cpi/about/nac.html). The NAC advises the AHRQ Director and the
Secretary of HHS on activities proposed or undertaken to carry out AHRQ's statutory mission
(https://www.ahrq.gov/cpi/about/mission/index.html). They are seeking members who represent
the breadth of healthcare delivery, policy making and research, and who also reflect the diversity
of systems and settings where healthcare services are provided. NAC members meet three times
a year. If you are interested, you are to submit a resume and a statement that you are willing to
serve. However, the application process is a long one; applicants should expect to hear if they
are selected by spring of 2023. The deadline for applications is Tuesday, July 5, 2022. More
information is provided in the official notice that was published in the Federal Register (Federal
Register :: National Advisory Council for Healthcare Research and Quality: Request for
Nominations for Members) soliciting nominations. Nominations should be sent to the attention of
Ms. Jaime Zimmerman at NationalAdvisoryCouncil@ahrq.hhs.gov.Questions? Contact Robert
Valdez at director@ahrq.hhs.gov.
MHCC Telehealth Townhalls: The Maryland Health Care Commission will convene two
informal virtual Telehealth Town Hall Meetings (town halls) in July. The purpose of the town
halls is for participants to share their perspectives on the current telehealth landscape that they
feel are uniquely important for MHCC to know as it continues to advance the telehealth study
(required by House Bill 123/Senate Bill 3 Preserve Telehealth Access Act of 2021; more
information available at
https://mhcc.maryland.gov/mhcc/Pages/hit/hit_telemedicine/hit_telemedicine_legislative_update
.aspx. Please note, the town halls are informal meetings and not an element of the telehealth
study required in the law. Of interest is the foreseeable impact as it relates to use of audio-only
and audio-visual technologies for somatic and behavioral health interventions.  The town halls
will take place on the following dates and times:

·         Provider: Thursday, July 14, 2022 1-2:30pm - To register, go to Meeting
Registration - Zoom.
·         Payer: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 1-2:30pm - To register, go to Meeting
Registration - Zoom

Registering in advance (at the links above) is recommended by Tuesday, July 12th. Please email
christine.karayinopulos@maryland.gov if you wish to be allotted time to speak (about 4 minutes)
during the town hall. Due to the time limitation, it may not be possible to afford time to all
participants; however, feel free to send written comments not exceeding one page to Christine in
advance; this information will be made available to attendees following the town
halls.  Questions? Contact Nicole Majewski nicole.majewski@maryland.gov.
NAMI Maryland Recruiting for Board of Directors Positions: The Board NAMI
Development and Nominating Committee is conducting a search for candidates to be considered
for the slate of several Board of Director positions that will be voted upon at their virtual Annual
Meeting on Saturday, October 15, 2022, as part of their 40th Annual Conference. Per NAMI
Maryland's bylaws, candidates may be nominated by an individual member or by a NAMI affiliate.

See the “NAMI Maryland Board Member Responsibilities and Expectations” at 10d75466-74ec4cd4-82d3-b78124919e0b.pdf (constantcontact.com). The deadline for the submission of
completed applications is Friday, July 15, 2022. Questions? Contact Rebecca Assefa at
adminassist@namimd.org.
Towson/CCBC Physician Assistant Program Seeking Pediatric Preceptors: There is an
increasing number of PAs graduates interested in working in pediatrics, and a pediatric rotation is
part of the requirement of completing PA school. Why be a Preceptor?
·         Are you considering adding a provider to your practice?
·         Do you or your practice need an additional set of hands to see patients, especially
during the busy summer for school/sports forms, and the demanding flu season?
·         Are you interested in “giving back” and helping to educate future colleagues?
·         Would you like Adjunct Clinical Faculty status at Towson University?
·         Did you know you are eligible for a tax incentive by precepting PA students?
·         Still looking for CME hours? You can earn those by precepting PA students!
If you are interested, please contact your fellow MDAAP member Jodi Dinkin, Clinical Coordinator
(herself a pediatric PA!) at jdinkin@towson.edu, or on her cell at 410-458-5677. [Attachment]
Volunteers Needed for Pediatric Nasal Spray Influenza Vaccine Study: Please consider
sharing the attached flyer with your patients. The University of Maryland School of Medicine is
recruiting healthy children to test an investigational vaccine for influenza (the “flu”). The study
will require between 4-6 in-person clinic visits over up to 12 months. Participants in the study will
get either one or two doses of the vaccine or placebo (salt water) by spray in the nose.
Participants will receive the regular flu vaccine shot in the Fall of the year they receive the
investigational. Participants will have three blood draws and three nasal washes over the course
of the study. [Attachment]
“Human Monkeypox”: See the MDH’s webpage at
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/OIDEOR/Pages/monkeypox.aspx. It provides information
about Signs and Symptoms, Transmission, Prevention, Testing and Treatment, and Information
for Clinicians. Questions? Contact Elisabeth Liebow, elisabeth.liebow@maryland.gov, 410-7675160.
“Recent Trends in Mental Health and Substance Use Concerns Among Adolescents”:
Concerns about adolescent mental health have increased, particularly in light of gun violence and
the COVID-19 pandemic, and policy makers are responding to expand access to care through
telemedicine, a national 988 crisis line, and potentially additional steps and resources in the gunviolence legislation now pending in Congress. A new Kaiser Family Foundation brief draws upon
the latest national data to explore what’s known about mental health and substance use trends
among adolescents. (Recent Trends in Mental Health and Substance Use Concerns Among
Adolescents | KFF)
The Family Tree Baltimore City Child Care Resource Center Early Intervention
Project: The Baltimore City Child Care Resource Center provides many services. One of the vital
components is their Early Intervention Project that works with child care centers and family child
care providers to ensure children have a strong social-emotional development who may present
some challenges while in care. Questions? Contact Tracy Harris at tharris@familytreemd.org or
410-889-2300. [Attachment]

Suicide and Crisis Network’s Call for Volunteers and Employees: On July 16, 2022, the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-273-8255) will transition to an easy-to-remember, 3-

digit number (988). This represents an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen and expand the
existing network of over 200 locally operated and funded crisis centers across the country. In
advance of the 988 transition, the Lifeline Suicide & Crisis Network is looking for new volunteers
and paid employees to answer calls, chats, and texts from people in crisis. All employees and
volunteers receive training. If you are a caring person who wants to help, go to 988 Jobs |
SAMHSA to view Maryland centers in need of your help. To learn more about 988, see 988
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline | SAMHSA.
Community Volunteer Opportunity for Doctors for the Walk with a Doc Program:
Supported by the Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute, Bunting Fellows'21 (Bunting
Neighborhood Leadership Program - What We Do - Urban Health Institute - Johns Hopkins
University (jhu.edu)) and Backyard Basecamp, the Walk With A Doc program (Walk with a Doc’
at Lake Montebello | AFRO American Newspapers) is in need of doctors and other healthcare
professionals to help support this public health program. Medical volunteers are expected to
commit one hour of their time educating the community about a topic of their choice, as it
relates to their practice. After the 10-minute talk, participants spend the rest of the hour
enjoying a healthy walk with community residents, building understanding and mutual respect.
When: Weekly on Sundays | 9:00 am EDT. Where: Lake Montebello, Hillen St. & E. 33rd St.
entrance. More Info: If you are a doctor or healthcare professional and would like to volunteer,
please contact walkdocBMORE@gmail.com or call (443) 826-9280.
Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report: See the recent report updated July 1, 2022, at
Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report | CDC.
Get Free “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” Materials: Resources are available from the CDC at
Get Free “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” Materials | CDC, including: Checklists in multiple
languages; Milestone Moments booklet; and Tip Sheets for parents in multiple languages.
“A Look at Suicide Rates Ahead of 988 Launch—A National Three-Digit Suicide
Prevention Hotline”: As the federal government prepares to launch the national three-digit
number “988” for the mental health crisis hotline next month, a new Kaiser Family Foundation
analysis shows that suicide death rates increased by 12 percent in the decade from 2010 to 2020
-- with death rates rising fastest among people of color, younger individuals, and people who live
in rural areas. (A Look at Suicide Rates Ahead of 988 Launch—A National Three-Digit Suicide
Prevention Hotline | KFF)
Maryland Poison Center’s ToxTidbits: See the June 2022 issue on “Senna Associated
Dermatitis” at ToxTidbits (mdpoison.com). Archived newsletters are available there as well.

Job Postings – FMI, https://www.mdaap.org/job-opportunities/
Pediatrician Wanted (04/18/2022)
Dundalk Pediatric Associates is looking for a BC/BE Pediatrician to join our team of
pediatricians and nurse practitioners. DPA is an innovative practice that stays up to date
with best practices. We have well-established partnerships with the local academic
medical centers, pediatric advocacy groups, and public health agencies. DPA is a
thriving pediatric practice in southeast Baltimore County that has been serving this
community for over 50 years! New graduates are welcome to apply.
Position includes:
·         100% outpatient

·         Full Time, 4-day workweek (one late night)
·         Rotating call schedule (shared equally with other providers)
·         Competitive compensation package (base salary plus yearly adjustments based
on productivity)
·         Partnership potential
·         Benefits include: Malpractice insurance/ Health insurance (Medical, Dental,
Vision)/ Life Insurance/ Retirement Savings Plan with Match/ 20 PTO Days/ CME
Allowance/ Maternity (or Paternity) leave
Interested applicants should send their letter and CV to: Ms. Sara Hinson, Practice
Administrator at shinsondundalkpeds@yahoo.com and/or Dr. Rachel Dodge at
rachel.ab.dodge@gmail.com
Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine (06/10/2022)
The Division of General Pediatrics and the Division of Pediatric Hospital Medicine in the
Department of Pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine are
recruiting a full-time clinical faculty member at the Assistant Professor or Clinical
Associate rank. We are seeking individuals with expertise in caring for medically complex
children in both ambulatory and inpatient care settings. Candidates should have a strong
interest in providing primary care for children in partnership with a multidisciplinary
team. The faculty member will work closely with faculty and staff as a founding member
of a new complex care program to support patients and families across the continuum of
care, including home, outpatient, and inpatient care, as well as the transition to adult
medicine. As such, candidates interested in combining outpatient and inpatient clinical
practice, as well as Med-Peds trained candidates, are encouraged to apply.
The Department of Pediatrics is home to a diverse group of talented faculty and staff.
The Division of General Pediatrics is home to fellowships in General Academic Pediatrics
and Pediatric Palliative Care, as well as multiple Centers including the Center for Child
and Community Health Research; Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Data Management
(BEAD) Core; Center for Salud/Health and Opportunities for Latinos (Centro SOL); and
the Ruth and Norman Rales Center for the Integration of Health and Education (RALES).
Our faculty conduct cross-disciplinary clinical, health services and community-based
research focused on health outcomes which disproportionately impact marginalized
populations and often utilize a life course approach. The Division of Pediatric Hospital
Medicine focuses on caring for hospitalized children using evidence-based approaches
and integrated care pathways. The team provides care to pediatric patients at Johns
Hopkins Children’s Center, Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center and our partner health
systems.  
Baltimore, Maryland is a vibrant, livable city close to beaches, Washington, D.C., and
Philadelphia.

Minimum Qualifications/Expectations:
Ideal candidates have a MD or DO degree with Board Certification in General Pediatrics.
Candidates should be collaborative and embrace a culture of diversity and inclusion.

Johns Hopkins University is committed to active recruitment of a diverse faculty and
student body. The University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer of
women, minorities, protected veterans and individuals with disabilities and encourages

applications from these and other protected group members. Consistent with the
University’s goals of achieving excellence in all areas, we will assess the comprehensive
qualifications of each applicant

Interested applicants are invited to send a CV and cover letter to Sara Mixter MD, MPH,
Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics (smixter2@jhmi.edu).
BE WELL,

Best,
Loretta I. Hoepfner, MSOD
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Executive Director
Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
72 Years of Caring for Children - 1950-2022
MDAAP’s Mission: “To support and encourage pediatricians in the promotion of optimal health for all of
Maryland’s children and adolescents.”
Email: loretta@mdaap.org
Website: www.mdaap.org
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Maryland-Chapter-American-Academy-of-Pediatrics122534764459078/
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/MarylandAAP
Follow us on Instagram: https://instagram.com/marylandaap
1211 Cathedral Street, 3rd Floor, Baltimore, MD, 21201
Office: 410-878-9702 - Fax: 410-649-4131
Donations to the MDAAP Foundation can be made at: https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_sxclick&hosted_button_id=FE3DCXHJ8KXK6
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