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Our Speakers and Topics 
 
 
 
 
Adolescent Substance Abuse 
Megana Dwarakanath, MD, FAAP; Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Department of Adolescent Medicine, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
 
Updates on Pediatric Gender-Affirming Care 
Kacie Kidd, MD, FAAP; Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics, West Virginia University School 
of Medicine 
 
Leffler Lecture 
The Pediatrician in the Post-Roe Landscape 
Oscar Taube, MD, FAAP; Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics, University of Maryland 
School of Medicine 
and 
Ariel White, MD, FAAP; Associate Medical Director, American University Student Health Center



MDAAP Chapter Awards 
 

CHILD ADVOCATE AWARD: Brenda Hussey-Gardner, PhD 
This award is given to a non-MDAAP Chapter member or group who has, through its partnership 

with the MDAAP Chapter and advocacy for the needs of children and adolescents, 
made a significant contribution to the well-being of children and adolescents in Maryland. 

 
LEADERSHIP AWARD: Kristi Machemer, MD, FAAP 

This award is given to an MDAAP Chapter member who has excelled in leadership of Chapter activities, 
either through a special project or a committee initiative in the past three (3) years. 

 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Bernard “Buddy” Cohen, MD, FAAP 

This award is given to an MDAAP Chapter member, who, over a lifetime, has significantly contributed to 
an area of Pediatrics and is recognized in Maryland and the United States for leadership and expertise. 

 
MICHAEL BURKE, MD MENTORSHIP AWARD: Oscar Taube, MD, FAAP 
This award is given to an MDAAP Chapter member who exhibits excellent mentoring skills, 

teaching skills, models empathy and kindness, and advocates for medical students, 
physicians-in-training, and/or young physicians. 

 
PEDIATRICIAN OF THE YEAR: Suzanne Rybczynski, MD, FAAP 

This award is given to a pediatrician, FAAP, and MDAAP Chapter member, whose career 
has exemplified the ideals of Pediatrics in service, advocacy, and contribution to 

organized Pediatrics through leadership in the Chapter or through outstanding contributions 
to child health or professional pediatrics in Maryland. 

 
SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Aziza Shad, MD 

This award is given to a physician, currently a Maryland resident, who over an entire 
career has made an outstanding contribution to child health through research, 

service, or educational endeavors. 
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National AAP Special Achievement Awards 
 

For distinguished service and dedication to the mission and goals of the Academy 
 

Rebecca Carter, MD, FAAP 
Dr. Carter is our MDAAP Immunizations Committee Chair championing 

immunization efforts for Maryland’s kids. Dr. Carter also led a collaborative 
educational webinar series for school nurses. 

 
Suzanne Rybczynski, MD, FAAP 

Dr. Rybczynski, Co-Chair of our MDAAP Mental Health Committee, co-led our 
“Maryland Youth Suicide Prevention Summit.” This event brought together 

organizations across our state to collaborate to help Maryland’s kids. 



Special Thanks to Our Breakfast 
Sponsor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All About Books is proud to partner with the 
Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 

 
We also believe in the importance of early childhood literacy. 

 
Shop hundreds of high-quality, discounted titles 

at www.allaboutbooks.org. 
 

Every order over $100 qualifies for 10% off. 
Email service@allaboutbooks.org or call (866) 732-3667 

to get started on your order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer of Endorsement: 
Sponsors are not endorsed by the Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 

http://www.allaboutbooks.org/
mailto:service@allaboutbooks.org


Our Table Sponsors 
 

Abbott Nutrition: In 1903, the Wright Brothers were inventing 
flight, the first World Series was played—and the Moores and Ross 
Milk Company was founded. Two decades later, Moores and Ross 
developed our very first commercial, milk-based formula, Similac. 
Moores and Ross continued to innovate its baby formula and bring 
new choices to moms. Today, that spirit lives on in Abbott Nutrition 
as it continues to give moms new ways to nourish their babies with 
options like hypoallergenic, soy, organic, sensitive, and non-GMO 
formulas. Whether you choose to formula feed or to supplement 
breastfeeding with formula, you can be confident in the nourishment 
of Similac. 

 
AstraZeneca is a global, science-led biopharmaceutical company, 
driven by our innovative science and entrepreneurial culture and 
focused on the delivery of life-changing medicines to patients. 
Patients are at the core of everything we do. 

 
BioMarin is a world leader in developing and commercializing 
innovative therapies for rare diseases driven by genetic causes. 
BioMarin remains steadfast to its original mission—to bring new 
treatments to market that will make a big impact on small patient 
populations. Visit www.biomarin.com to learn more. 

 

CHADIS provides pre-visit screening from over 1000 tools; brings 
practice income. New “smart template” technology received the 
AAP Innovation of the Year award; writes encounter notes with 
options for decision support; individualized patient 
resources/chatbots. Free diagnostic fast track evaluations are 
available for children failing a new autism screen. Contact: 
bhoward@chadis.com. 

 
Seqirus is part of CSL Limited (ASX: CSL). As one of the largest 
influenza vaccine providers in the world, Seqirus is a major 
contributor to the prevention of influenza globally and a 
transcontinental partner in pandemic preparedness. With state-of- 
the-art production facilities in the U.S., the U.K. and Australia, and 
leading R&D capabilities, Seqirus utilizes egg, cell and adjuvant 
technologies to offer a broad portfolio of differentiated influenza 
vaccines in more than 20 countries around the world. 

 
Cumberland Pharmaceuticals: Kristalose is the ONLY Osmotic 
Laxative powder available by prescription. Available in 10g and 20g 
for once a day dosing. 

 
 
 

Disclaimer of Endorsement: 
Sponsors are not endorsed by the Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 

http://www.biomarin.com/
mailto:bhoward@chadis.com


GlaxoSmithKline unites science, technology and talent to get 
ahead of disease together. We prevent and treat disease with 
vaccines, specialty and general medicines. 

 
The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to addressing the social determinants of 
health, opportunity, and equity through the creation of healthy, 
safe and energy efficient homes for children, families, and seniors 
in historically disinvested communities. 

 
From Infants to adolescents, CeraVe is committed to developing 
dermatologic skincare solutions for every age and stage. 
Developed with dermatologists, including pediatric 
dermatologists, all CeraVe products are formulated with 3 
essential ceramides (1, 3, & 6-II) to help maintain and restore the 
skin’s natural protective barrier, reinforcing healthy skin for all. 

 
 

Located in the Baltimore-Washington, D.C., region, Kennedy 
Krieger Institute is internationally recognized for improving the 
lives of tens of thousands of children, adolescents and adults with 
neurological, rehabilitative or developmental needs through 
inpatient and day hospital programs, outpatient clinics, home and 
community services, education, and research. 

 
Merck & Co., Inc. 

 
 
 

Pfizer, Inc. 
PREVNAR 13 (Pneumococcal 13-valent Conjugate Vaccine 
https://www.prevnar13vax.com/. 
TRUMENBA (Meningococcal Group B Vaccine) 
https://www.trumenba.com/. 

 
Sobi (Swedish Orphan Biovitrum, Inc.) is a leading integrated 
biopharmaceutical company dedicated to bringing innovative 
therapies and services to improve the lives of rare disease 
patients and their families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer of Endorsement: 
Sponsors are not endorsed by the Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 
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Our Exhibitors 
 

Maryland Department of Health-Maternal Child Health Bureau: 
Communities are strengthened when all birthing people and their 
families have the same chance for a healthy life, regardless of 
where they live. Maryland Department of Health maternal and child 
health programs and services connect birthing people and families 
to services and information to support a lifetime of health and 
wellbeing. 

 
 

The Maryland WIC Program provides nutrition education, 
breastfeeding support, healthy supplemental foods, and health 
referrals for pregnant women, new mothers, infants, and children 
under age five. 

 
 

Maryland EXCELS is the state’s quality rating and improvement 
system for child care and early education programs that meet 
nationally recognized quality standards. Maryland EXCELS rates 
the quality of programs on a scale of 1 to 5, which families can then 
use to find a high-quality program for their children. 

 
 

Pure Play Every Day brings the benefits of play to everyone to 
help them thrive. We are committed to creating opportunities for 
people to play in a variety of spaces and places. Purposeful, 
unstructured, requisite and engaging play connects people from 
diverse backgrounds, and promotes social and emotional growth. 
By utilizing recycled and repurposed materials to create play 
opportunities, play become environmentally beneficial. We do this 
work because play benefits people. We want to see a world where 
play is a part of every person’s every day. 

 
 

The Parents’ Place of Maryland (PPMD) is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to empower families as advocates 
and partners in improving education and health outcomes for 
children with disabilities and special healthcare needs with a 
commitment to diversity and equity. As Maryland’s Special 
Education and Health Information Center, PPMD provides one-on- 
one assistance, trainings, information, and referrals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer of Endorsement: 
Sponsors are not endorsed by the Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 



 
 

BeSMART was created to bring together responsible adults to 
reduce shootings that occur when children get ahold of unsecured 
firearms. BeSMART is neutral on the topic of gun ownership and 
doesn’t advocate changes in legislation. The campaign focuses 
on education and awareness about child gun deaths and 
responsible gun storage. 

 
 

The Erin Levitas Foundation provides clear, user-friendly early 
sexual violence prevention education for all communities. We 
invest in evidence-based and research-informed education for 
parents, guardians, professionals, and children. To reduce risk 
factors and sexual harm through partnerships we provide tools to 
build protective attitudes and behaviors through healthy 
boundaries and communication skills. 

 
 

The Free State PTA and its constituents are the largest group of 
volunteers in the state working exclusively on behalf of children 
and youth, with families, students, teachers, administrators, and 
business and community leaders devoted to the educational 
success of children and the promotion of family engagement in 
schools in Maryland. 

 
 

The Maryland Assembly on School Based Health Care 
(MASBHC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that promotes 
school-based health care as a means to advance the belief that 
all Maryland children and youth have a basic fundamental right to 
access and receive comprehensive, quality health care. School- 
based health care represents an essential strategy toward 
improving the lives of Maryland’s children and their families and 
optimizing their ability to become contributing members of society. 
School-based health care addresses the unique needs of children 
and youth and increases access to medical, mental, dental and/or 
other health related services. 

 
 

Maryland Behavioral Health Integration in Pediatric Primary 
Care (BHIPP) supports the ability of pediatric primary care 
providers to address and manage mental health concerns. BHIPP 
is a free statewide program that offers telephone consultation, 
resource and referral networking, care coordination, telemental 
health services, and training and educational opportunities. 

 
 
 

Disclaimer of Endorsement: 
Sponsors are not endorsed by the Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics. 
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